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Kingwood Township adopts resolution
opposing Route 29 project
" Thu, Apr 08, 2021
Bridget Wingert

The Kingwood Township Committee in Hunterdon County, N.J., has adopted a resolution opposing the New
Jersey Department of Transportation’s rockfall mitigation project on Route 29 without an environmental impact
statement, public hearings and approval by the township, the National Park Service and the Delaware Scenic
Byway Committee.

NJDOT intends to construct rockfall mitigation on cliffs adjacent to approximately 3 miles of Route 29 from Mile
Post 27.3 near Byram to a point, north of the Devil’s Tea Table, at Mile Post 30.43.

The project would include the removal of trees and vegetation, blasting on the rockface, rock removal and
reinforcement, installing metal mesh or “draping” materials to the rockface, the creation of a new barrier or a
“catchment ditch,” and applying concrete to the smoothed rockface including to the Devil’s Tea Table geologic
structure, to keep rocks from falling onto Route 29.

The township’s open public records request revealed that NJDOT had no records of accidents or fatalities related
to rockfall incidents along Route 29 in Kingwood Township and that safety issues could be better addressed in
communities where safety issues exist.

Lower Delaware River segments were designated a National Wild and Scenic River by Congress and President
Bill Clinton in 2000 and the river bluffs from Byram to Devil’s Tea Table were noted as having “remarkable scenic
values” in the Lower Delaware Wild & Scenic River corridor.

The bluffs along Route 29 contain outcrops of Triassic-age lake cycles, known as van Houten cycles, providing
the textbook record of lake formation due to climate change in the Jurassic and Triassic Periods of the Mesozoic
Era. Accodding to the township, they could be considered “geologic heritage” because they possess aesthetic,
intrinsic or scientiZc and educational value, and providing unique insight into geological processes.

The Devil’s Tea Table geologic formation also has unique local, historical and geological signiZcance, and is
believed to hold religious signiZcance to Native American peoples.

The area also contains rare plant species and ecological communities, and the area known as Devil’s Tea Table,
including siltstone and shale cliff and adjacent dry woods overlooking the Delaware River, is designated by
NJDEP as a Natural Heritage Priority. The project, the township said, will also negatively impact rare, threatened
and endangered plants and wildlife including American Bald Eagles, copperheads, and several species of bats
and Zsh.

The township also cited the loss of scenic value that would negatively impact tourism businesses, recreational
value and the local economy of River Towns surrounding Kingwood Township – Stockton, Frenchtown and
Lambertville, and towns across the river, in Pennsylvania.

The committee also cited concerns about groundwater, septic systems and private wells. And construction, it
said, would cause signiZcant tra]c delays and detours for several months or years during construction.

The state has already banned tractor trailer trucks from the highway, a safety measure taken in 2011, reducing
safety concerns of commercial tra]c. 
Archaeological research has uncovered artifacts of tribes and prehistoric man inhabiting this portion of the river
corridor dating from 6500 B.C. through the 1700s, when the Turtle clan of the Lenape occupied the area, the
committee pointed out.

“The rockfall project appears to be lacking su]cient study and analysis including a full and comprehensive tra]c
study, a historic/archeological impact study, a Delaware River Wild and Scenic River visual and environmental
impact study, Scenic Byway visual impact study and an Environmental Impact Study,” the resolution says.

The Kingwood o]cials referred to a Route 46 project in Knowlton Township where a fence was erected without
consulting the residents. Most residents felt it was not needed. “The Township Committee of Kingwood
Township would like to avoid a similar debacle along a designated scenic byway stretch of Route 29,” according
to the resolution.
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Barbara Bluejay Michalski prepared the earth for planting of an eastern
red cedar tree next to Aquetong Spring. The tree replaces a decayed
cedar that had been planted by her grandfather, Chief Whippoorwill, Bill
Thompson, three decades earlier. (Nancy Stock-Allen)
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Young tree, reminder of life, is
placed at an ancient spring
" Thu, Apr 29, 2021
Barbara Bluejay Michalski prepared the earth this
month for planting of an Eastern red cedar tree
next to Aquetong Spring. The tree replaces a
decayed cedar that had been planted by her
grandfather, Chief Whippoorwill, Bill Thompson,
three decades earlier. The cedar and a sugar
maple were special additions to Aquetong Spring
Park to fulZll a request by the Lenape Nation of
Pennsylvania for use in tribal ceremonial
practices. Aquetong Spring, a site of Lenape
activity for centuries before the Europeans
arrived, continues to play an important role in
tribal ceremonies. Michalski, who is a liaison
between the Lenape Nation of Pennsylvania and
the Aquetong Spring Park Advisory Committee,
blessed the trees on April 19, just prior to the
park’s closing for several months of
construction. Attending the planting ceremony
were members of the Aquetong Spring Park
Advisory Committee, Township Manager Dennis
Carney (who arranged the logistics) and Peter
Schwalm and staff of PLS Landscaping in
Solebury. According to the Solebury Township
Historical Society, “The spring known as
Aquetong by the original inhabitants of the land,
the Lenni-Lenape, and known as Ingham Springs
by European settlers is located just off Lower
Mountain Road in Solebury Township. The spring
water that eows at the rate of 2,000 gallons per
minute was used to power mills along the
Aquetong Creek. In 1870 a dam was built to
create the lake, and now that dam has been
removed and the creek will return to its natural,
pre-1870 state.”
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Federal grant will help elevate Yardley
riverfront houses
Chris English A $2 million federal grant will keep more
Yardley Borough residents out of the water. Council
President David Bria announced the award from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency at the April 20 virtual
meeting, saying the money will be used to elevate about
eight homes near the Delaware River, a move that will keep
living spaces out of harm’s way when the river overeows its
banks and causes eooding in the borough. Also at the
meeting, Bria announced a $312,147 grant from PennDOT
that will be used to install another 1,200 feet of sidewalk on
the East side of North Main Street. Council members also
held a brief discussion on when in-person meetings might
resume. Bria said the borough will act as kind of a go-
between on the FEMA grant, helping to faciitate details of
the elevations while working with residents and the federal
agency. He roughly estimated all the elevations wouldn’t be
completed for two or three years. Several home and
business owners in Yardley have jacked up their structures
in recent years to protect against eooding, using either their
own funds, FEMA grants or a combination of both. “We tried
for this grant twice before in recent years but I guess the
third time is a charm,” Bria said. “This is great news. It will
not only allow the homeowners to live in their homes safely
without worrying so much, but will also bring back the value
of their homes if they, at some point, decide to sell.” He said
the PennDOT grant will allow the borough to complete the
second phase of its planned sidewalk construction on
North Main Street. The walk is being installed on the east
side of the road. The third and Znal phase will eventually
extend the sidewalk another several hundred feet up to the
borough’s border with Lower MakeZeld, Bria added. “It’s
been the years-long plan in Yardley that residents will be
able to safely walk from any point in the borough to any
other point,” he said. “This grant will help us further that
goal.” Like with many other municipalities across the state,
Yardley’s council and other governmental bodies have been
holding only virtual meetings since the coronavirus
pandemic struck more than a year ago. Bria said that will
mostly likely continue for at least the next few months. He
said his personal opinion is that borough o]cials more
seriously consider resuming in-person meetings when
everyone who wants the COVID-19 vaccine has gotten it.
“One of the concerns is that our meeting room is so
physically small,” Bria said. “We’re not like some other
towns who have been able to resume live meetings, at least
on a limited basis, by spreading out.” Other council
members mostly agreed with Bria’s assessment, though
John McCann suggested the borough could possibly hold
some in-person meetings outdoors as the weather warms
up Council member Uri Feiner said borough o]cials should
look into whether the meeting room and other parts of
borough hall need ventilation work to better protect against
the coronavirus and other germs and viruses. Mayor Chris
Harding complimented Bria on the way has organized and
held the virtual meetings. “You’re killing it with these Zoom
meetings,” Harding said. “Thank you, but I’m looking
forward to getting back,” Bria responded.
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Lower Makefield to seek rebidding
on Memorial Park
Chris English The Lower MakeZeld Township park
that includes the o]cial state memorial to victims
of the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks is set to
receive some major upgrades. Township Engineer
Andy Pockl said at the April 21 virtual supervisors’
meeting that the plan for Memorial Park on
Woodside Road, home to the Garden of Reeection
Sept. 11 Memorial, is being scaled back in the
hope of reducing the price. Also last Wednesday
night, the supervisors moved forward with a
planned intersection-tra]c signal improvement at
Big Oak and MakeZeld roads, heard a presentation
from Yardley-MakeZeld Fire Company Deputy
Chief Tim Chamberlain on the desperate need for
more volunteer ZreZghters and voted to advertise
for bids on more than $1 million worth of sewer
system improvements. Pockl said previous
bidding on additions at Memorial Park produced a
low bid of $875,000, well above the $500,000
Lower MakeZeld has allocated for the project,
which includes a $250,000 state Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources grant and
$250,000 in township funds. Included in the work
are a new parking lot, walking path, four tennis
courts, four pickleball courts and other amenities.
Eliminated from the plan are a gazebo, pavilion,
playground and some landscaping. A horseshoe
pit and bocce court will be bid as alternates when
the township rebids the project, Pockl said. If the
rebidding process goes as planned, he hopes
contracts can be awarded by late June and the
work completed by mid-October. Deputy Chief
Chamberlain said that Yardley-MakeZeld, like many
volunteer Zre companies across the state and
country, continues to struggle attracting enough
volunteers. “People tend to be more transient,
there are signiZcant training requirements, there
are a lot of reasons,” he said. Yardley-MakeZeld
had 33 active ZreZghters in 2020, with active being
deZned as those who responded to 2 % or more of
calls. That compares to 41 actives in 2008,
Chamberlain said. The volunteer force is also
aging, he added. The average age last year was 51,
compared to 41 in 2008. Work, family and other
demands make it harder for many younger people
to volunteer, Chamberlain said. Incentives like
company-funded training, free passes to events at
Shady Brook Farm and many others have not
made much of a difference, he added. “We’ve been
around 130 years, all volunteer, and we want to
continue it, but we’re starting to run out of ideas
and options,” Chamberlain said. The township
supervisors and other o]cials said they were
willing to do anything in their power to help, and
Chamberlain said he was grateful for that kind of
attitude that hasn’t always been shown by the
township in the past. Unlike some nearby
municipalities like Bensalem, Northampton and
Newtown townships, Lower MakeZeld doesn’t
have any paid ZreZghters who can help beef up
coverage, especially during the day. Township
Manager Kurt Ferguson said it’s Lower MakeZeld’s
obligation to provide adequate Zre coverage for its
residents. “As this gets harder, they (Zre company
o]cials) have to get more and more creative, and
ultimately this responsibility is on the township,”
he said. “We’re not there yet, but there are other
areas in Pennsylvania where there have not been
enough volunteers to go out on a call, and the
township ends up getting sued.” Supervisors
Chairwoman Suzanne Blundi said the township is
taking the situation very seriously. “This just isn’t
just an issue for Lower MakeZeld, but all of
Pennsylvania if not the whole country,” she said.
“We have to start thinking about how we’re going
to move forward. This is one of those foundational
issues that we as a community have to come
together and address.” Township o]cials later
said they would soon be ready to submit the
$260,000 Big Oak/MakeZeld Road project to
PennDOT for approval. The work is being funded
with a grant, and is scheduled to include
pedestrian crosswalks, striping to allow smoother
tra]c eow, six curb ramps and other items. It’s an
important project because it’s a busy intersection
that sees many students from the Pennsbury
School District’s nearby complex of three middle
schools crossing the streets on their way to and
from school, o]cials and township residents said.
“I’m so glad we’re doing this,” supervisor Daniel
Grenier said. Township Police Chief Ken Coluzzi
emphasized that, despite some rumors to the
contrary, there will still be a crossing guard
stationed at the intersection after the
improvements are made. The supervisors
approved advertising for bid work estimated to
cost slightly more than $1 million on the township
sewage system. The projects involve lining 3,900
feet of sewerage pipe with a material designed to
extend its life, and extensive upgrades at a
pumping station. The work is part of the
township’s ongoing effort to maintain and improve
the system as it prepares to close on a $53 million
sale of the system to Aqua Pennsylvania,
Ferguson said. The two sides agreed to the sale
several months ago, but it’s not expected to
proceed to a formal closing until sometime in the
fourth quarter of this year, he added.
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Quakertown chooses Levy for bus
transportation
Gary Weckselblatt

The Quakertown Community School Board voted
unanimously on March 25 to award a Zve-year
transportation services contract – contingent upon
successful contract negotiations – to Levy School Bus Co.

Following a Request For Proposal (RFP), after Levy opted
out of its contract last year, Levy and First Student Inc. were
selected as Znalists by the board’s Transportation
Committee of Board President Kaylyn Mitchell, Vice
President Ron Jackson, Steaven Klein and Brian Reimers.
The Quakertown Community School District (QCSD)
administration agreed with the committee’s
recommendation.

Based on the proposals of the two companies, Levy is
expected to cost $1.23 million less than First Student over a
Zve-year period. Prior to the meeting, First Student offered
to reduce its cost by $600,000. That did not sway the board.
Information can be found on the qcsd.org website under
Departments and Transportation.

The district still needs to work out details of a contract with
Levy. The vote was 8-0. Director Jennifer Weed was absent.

Mitchell said directors heard from the community about
Levy’s “loyalty and trust.” That community voice played a
signiZcant role in helping Levy overcome its presentation,
which several board members were critical of. Reimers, for
example, described it as “less than inspiring.”

Mitchell praised the RFP process, which “really does lay out
what criteria we have in place and what we’re going to
expect. We will be able to have accountability with that.”
She said the process has shown that Levy is “willing to step
up to the challenge, and that’s really encouraging for me to
see.”

Wayne McCullough, executive director of the Pennsylvania
Association of School Business O]cials, helped facilitate
the RFP process for the district. Mitchell described him as
“a top-notch professional helping us navigate thru all of
this.”

RFPs are a formal document that outlines an organization’s
intent to purchase a good or service. The buyer, in the case
QCSD, issues the RFP to provide background information
and invite potential vendors to submit a proposal. The RFP
allowed the district to create a rubric comparison of
important factors. The o]ce of the Pennsylvania Auditor
General has advocated for RFPs to help protect taxpayers.

“The RFP process helped us make some really good
improvements in our transportation services,”
Superintendent Dr. Bill Harner said. Those improvements
include cameras and upgraded technology on each bus;
enhancements to services for transporting students with
special needs.

The district will also be hiring a transportation coordinator
to oversee all aspects of the administration and operation
of the district’s transportation department and serve as the
liaison between the district and transportation company.
This will give QCSD more internal controls of transportation
services and better access to subsidies, McCullough said.

McCullough, who spent decades as the chief Znancial and
operations o]cer of the Southern York County School
District, is highly supportive of the transportation
coordinator position. “In my experience, and I have a great
deal of experience in the transportation area, it will bring a
return on investment that will exceed your investment.”

The RFP process included interviews with the management
team of each of the Znalists. Board member Klein said after
the interviews he planned to vote for First Student, whose
presentation was “Zrst-rate. … Unfortunately, Mr. Levy was
stunningly ill-prepared,” he said.

However, as he began hearing from the community with
positive words about Levy, he questioned whether it was
fair to base his decision solely on the presentations. “I
thought long and hard and honestly changed my mind,” he
said. “They did come across with improvements the district
was looking for.”
Said Reimers: “I wasn’t sure they could rise up to meet the
challenge. … I was ready to go with First Student. Seeing
that movement made me change my mind as well.”

Gary Weckselblatt is director of communications for
Quakertown Community School District.
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“Super Wawa” opens in Hilltown
Township
Chris Ruvo A long-awaited new “Super Wawa” has
opened its doors for business in Hilltown.
Challenges stemming from the COVID-19
pandemic paused construction on the project at
the bustling intersection of Route 113 and Route
313. That prompted some locals to wonder if the
project would ever come to fruition. Those folks
got their answer in the autumn of 2020 when
construction resumed. Despite an especially
snowy late January through early March, work
proceeded at a quick enough pace for the
convenience destination to open on Thursday,
April 22, according to Hilltown Township Manager
Lorraine Leslie. “The store is open and the gas
pumps are up and running,” Leslie said. As part of
the project, an older, smaller Wawa at the site was
demolished in order to make way for the new
larger “super” store, which is approximately 5,600
square feet. The destination offers eight gas
pumps for a total of 16 fueling stations. The old
Wawa didn’t offer fueling services. Hilltown
o]cials also gave approval for a fast-food
restaurant with a drive-thru to be situated on the
approximately 4-acre property. Still, that part of the
project – dubbed “phase two” – hasn’t yet been
built. “The developer has not indicated when they
expect to start the second phase of the project or
what the fast-food restaurant may be,” said Leslie.
O]cials have previously said that a Chick-Zl-A was
under consideration but nothing’s deZnite they
cautioned. The Super Wawa comes to a high-
tra]c intersection that includes a CVS, Exxon gas
station and Weis Markets store. Route 113 is a
major east-west connector in Upper Bucks, while
313 is a major route connecting Quakertown to
Doylestown.
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New Hope requests parking garage
proposals
Michael Guarino New Hope Borough Council passed a
motion at its April meeting to issue RFPs, or requests for
proposals, for the design of a future parking garage within
the borough. Several community members raised concerns
with the motion and with the parking garage project during
the meeting. They discussed their reservations, citing harsh
lighting, size and increased tra]c. Council members
pointed out that the RFP only asks for basic design
proposals and parameters, not for Znal project plans. “We
cannot do a feasibility study or calculate a return on
investment until we know what a parking garage is likely to
cost. We can’t Zgure out what a parking garage is likely to
cost until we get some design parameters worked out with
an architect who’s also responsive to other concerns raised
by community members,” said board member Peter Meyer.
“We have made no commitments to design or cost Zgures.
We’re just looking for an advisor. We’ll be getting
community input during the design phase.” More residents
questioned the need for a parking garage later in the
meeting. Many expressed their desire for transparency and
clear communication throughout the process. One resident
was concerned with a rise in taxes. Meyer addressed these
concerns and explained that expenses will be covered by
long-term leases for businesses that provide exclusive
parking spots in the garage. Council Vice President Dan
Dougherty presented the Zrst midyear update on the
borough budget. As of the Zrst quarter of 2021 (with
numbers accurate as of March 31), all amounts in revenue
and expenses are tracking against the borough’s budget,
meaning that the borough has stuck to its budget despite
the impacts of COVID-19. One interesting note offered from
the presentation concerned borough income. The borough
derives roughly 76% of its $4.3 million income from three
sources: earned income and real estate transfer tax (40%),
parking kiosks and lots (24%) and real estate taxes (12%).
The Znance committee plans to provide updated budget
observations through June 30 in a July work session or
council meeting, then present third and fourth quarter
observations later in 2021. Dougherty’s presentation is
available on the township website. The council announced
it will be working on posting its Zoom meetings for the
public on the borough website. The council also accepted
the early retirement of police o]cer Richard Joiner, who
served as a full-time o]cer in the borough for 17.5 years.
The council then authorized a civil service commission to
start the process of hiring a new o]cer. The police
department hopes to present candidates for the position to
the council by the end of June or early July. At its workshop
meeting in early April, the council considered an update on
the renovation of the Mansion Inn at 9 S. Main St. The
project was last presented to the council in December 2019.
The updated plan includes adding a conservatory,
constructing a new guest building with three eoors of
rooms, converting the existing back cottage into further
guest rooms, and restoring the original cast iron fence at
the inn’s entrance. Council members expressed concern
about several parts of the plan, including the overall look of
the new buildings and how well they would mesh with the
inn’s historic features. They asked the project managers to
return with more detailed mockups and updated plans at a
later council meeting.
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River boat the stage for May Day
concert
John Dwyer May Day, the Zrst day of May,
celebrates spring and rebirth. May Day is also
International Workers Day. New Hope is a town of
artists, whose work is entertainment, music,
theater and art. The Bucks County Playhouse has
seen Zt to celebrate spring and rebirth, as well as
New Hope’s main industry, “the art of making art.”
Playhouse laborers toil in the Zeld of theater and
performance. “The art of making art” is a phrase
from ”Putting It Together” from Bucks County-
connected Stephen Sondheim’s “Sunday in the
Park with George” The Playhouse is bringing a free
concert and more to celebrate May Day in style.
Broadway actor Andrew Polec will sing from a
boat on the river in a live riverfront concert. Polec
has appeared most recently in a production of “Bat
Out of Hell” at New York City Center in its Encore
Series. He also has been involved in a workshop
on a new Stephen Schwartz (composer of
“Godspell,” “Pippin” and “Wicked”) project with
Trevor Nunn as director, called “Warhol on
Broadway”). Polec is the son of former
Philadelphia ABC news reporter Don Polec. The
free concert will give focus to the many upgrades
the Playhouse has done to its outside venues and
other facilities. With the return of socially
distanced outside dining and drinking, there is a
new seasonal menu at The Deck and tweaks to
The Courtyard Bar and new landscape lighting.
Producing Director Alexander Fraser stated: “The
Playhouse has the most beautiful outdoor setting
in the heart of New Hope, and we have used the
winter months to make enhancements to our
outdoor spaces. We want to create a welcoming
atmosphere for guests, that not only represents an
aesthetic upgrade, but also provides better safety
and visibility. We want to thank the community,
and especially our donors, for their extraordinary
support over the past year making our reopening
possible.” The new lighting is a spectacular look
for the center of New Hope and it increases the
outside aesthetic for Playhouse subscribers and
New Hope passersby alike. The lighting covers the
historic sycamore tree, set center stage on the
outside patio, the eower beds, the pathways, the
riverbed below The Deck restaurant, creating an
illuminated canopy of trees at night. Architectural
lighting was installed near the waterfall and the
Aquetong Creek. Upgrades to the outside sound
system will be on display for this Zrst of the
theater’s outside concert series. In regards to
Broadway star Polec, Fraser states:” Andrew is a
powerhouse singer — immensely talented who can
sing anything. When he appeared in our Halloween
concert last year he absolutely blew the roof off
the Playhouse.” The Playhouse also recently
announced additional concerts for spring and
early summer featuring artists from the world of
Broadway and the New York City cabaret scene
curated by New York promoter Jim Caruso, as well
as the world premiere of a new show starring and
written by “Sex and the City” scribe Candace
Bushnell. Details and tickets are now available on
the Playhouse’s website
BucksCountyPlayhouse.org. Indoors this weekend,
the Playhouse will also welcome back Swearingen
and Kelli with their popular show, “The Music of
Simon and Garfunkel” for three performances on
Saturday at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. and Sunday at 2
p.m. In addition to the lighting upgrades, The
Courtyard Bar has installed a new draft system
dedicated to regional craft beers (e.g. Troeg’s,
Yards, Riverhorse, Brooklyn Brewing, and Cape
May Brewing). The Courtyard Bar, with its full-
service bar of beer wine, cocktails and non-
alcoholic refreshment, accepts walk-ins. “As we
begin to emerge, May 1 marks the start of a
season where we can safely gather, be entertained
and celebrate the beauty of our community,” says
Fraser. “We look forward to welcoming patrons
back to our campus and our theater. This is just
the beginning.” Thanks to a grant from the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the Playhouse
will soon embark on upgrading its architectural
lighting on the building. More details will be
announced soon.
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Bucks County Community College names
next president
Regina Young Bucks County Community College’s board of
trustees conZrmed the appointment of Dr. Felicia L. Ganther
as the Zfth president in the college’s 57-year history during a
special meeting April 23. Ganther, who takes the helm from
Dr. Stephanie Shanblatt, begins her three-year term July 1.
The board unanimously selected Ganther, the associate
vice chancellor of student affairs for Maricopa Community
Colleges in Tempe, Ariz., following a national search that
began last year after Shanblatt announced her plans to
retire this summer. “We are delighted Dr. Felicia Ganther will
be joining Bucks County Community College as our next
president,” stated David Breidinger, board of trustees chair.
“The board entered this process wanting to select an
individual with a strong vision and a commitment to our
students, faculty, alumni and staff, as well as the ability to
expand the relationship we have with the community.”
Ganther earned a Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts from
Norfolk State University in Virginia. She received her Juris
Doctorate from the University of Illinois at Chicago’s John
Marshall Law School and her doctorate degree in
community resources and development from Arizona State
University. The Los Angeles native, BCCC noted, has
extensive experience in crisis management, retention
initiatives, student life, strategic planning and academic
quality improvement. “I am very excited about the
opportunity to build on the strong foundation at Bucks
County Community College,” Ganther stated. “With our
continued focus on the implementation of our strategic
commitments, a successful reaccreditation and efforts
towards inclusivity, Bucks will continue to innovate and
reimagine how we serve and support our students towards
transfer opportunities and career placement. I am honored
to have been selected as the next president of the college
and look forward to becoming a part of this wonderful
community.” The six-month search for BCCC’s next
president was conducted with the assistance of
Greenwood/Asher & Associates, an executive search Zrm
specializing in higher education. “We purposefully
determined that our search would be strategically focused,
intended to galvanize the college, lift up its values, enhance
our visibility and renew our shared sense of purpose and
vision for the future,” trustee Blake Eisenhart, who led the
search committee, explained during the meeting, which was
streamed live on the college’s YouTube channel Friday
morning. “We were exceptionally careful to bring along
every college constituency with us as our board made the
Znal decision.” “Dr. Ganther will be a transformative leader
for our students, our faculty, our staff, for Bucks County, for
the region and perhaps for the country,” added trustee Philip
Wursta. “She has a record of success, a wealth of
community college experience and a dynamic personality
that propelled her to the top of our list.” Shanblatt, who is
retiring after nine years as college president, joined trustees
in welcoming Ganther to BCCC, which serves more than
7,000 credit-seeking students and 70,000 students in
noncredited programs, and has campuses in Newtown,
Perkasie and Bristol. The college’s fourth and Zfth
presidents will work together over the coming weeks to
ensure a smooth transition. “I join the campus community
in welcoming Dr. Ganther to Bucks,” Shanblatt stated. “Her
academic credentials, experience and commitment to the
high ideals of the community college make her amply
suited to help write the next chapters in Bucks’ story.”
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Bucks residents and
representatives push sick leave
bill
Siobhan Donaldson James Henderson, a disability
advocate, has been without a safety net for years
– unable to take off to take care of himself or his
family without fear of losing his job. A soon-to-be
reintroduced bill might change that. “The Family
Care Act is going to help everyone to prioritize care
for themselves,” he said. “With this, you can take
care of not just yourself and your family, but have
your job too.” Henderson is bringing attention to
the Family Care Act. This bill could give all
Pennsylvania’s workers guaranteed sick leave to
care for themselves and their families, paying
them akin to unemployment beneZts for when they
need to take off. Initially introduced in 2019, after
receiving a hearing in the state Senate, it was
delayed because of the pandemic lockdown. All
bills in line to become law are required to be
reintroduced in a new session, and after two years,
the FCA may see movement shortly. A year ago,
Henderson’s grandmother suffered two strokes
resulting in hospital stays and being in and out of
rehab. As a part-time worker at the time,
Henderson dedicated hours to help her – but
knows if he were a full-time employee, it would be
signiZcantly harder. “I’ve been working since I was
15, and I felt as though this was keeping me from
being able to be full time,” he said. Pointing out
that even without considering his medical needs
from spinal biZda, if he didn’t qualify under the
Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA), he would
lose his income. Facing a lack of awareness about
his condition, he said it places him and others
between a rock and a hard place with Znding
accommodating employers. If the Family Care Act
were enacted, his employment opportunities could
expand drastically. “I wouldn’t be held back by my
answer being ‘no, I can’t do that,’” he said. Bucks
County representatives feel the same way. Sen.
Maria Collett, who represents Bucks County and
co-sponsored the bill in the state Senate, tells of
two constituents, a young working couple who
experienced the devastating loss of their infant
daughter after discovering a congenital heart
defect. They considered themselves lucky due to
familial support – even when the father was
working to keep them aeoat during her Znal days.
“It was serendipitous since this bill came to us
through the Bucks County Women’s Coalition,” she
said. “And coupled with their story, frankly, I don’t
want anyone to have to decide between caring for
their loved one and keeping the lights on.” The bill
guarantees workers a maximum of 20 weeks of
sick leave to care for themselves and 12 weeks to
take care of their loved ones. If they have been
working in the state for 18 weeks and have made
at least $2,718 in a 12-month period, they can
collect sick leave beneZts. Collett says this will
give small businesses the ability to compete with
larger corporations by offering their employees
sick leave and help them recruit and keep
employees seeking out that beneZt. Under the bill,
workers pay into the fund at 56 cents every $100,
or less than 6%. Self-employed individuals would
have access to the fund and could opt-out of the
beneZt if they chose. For example, if a self-
employed cleaner working in Pennsylvania needs
to take time off to care for a partner after they had
a fall – the cleaner is covered under the bill. “When
your loved one gets sick, you’re able to get medical
leave documentation, and the requirements are
correct,” she explains. “Then they would be eligible
to receive a portion of their earnings back in a
check from the program.” However, not all workers
will receive beneZts the same way. According to
the Family Care Act Campaign, a project under the
Women and Girls Foundation, a worker’s beneZts
will be based on a graduated scale model that will
bring Pennsylvania to the national standard.
“Under the Family Care Act (FCA), workers will get
a portion of their earnings based on an
enumerated formula,” a representative said in an
email. “but the program is designed so that lower-
income workers get a higher percentage of their
income while they are out, bringing them closer to
100% wages.” This could give workers like James
Henderson ability to take care of themselves if
they need to prioritize their needs during their
working life. Bucks County Rep. Wendi Thomas,
who co-introduced the bill in the House, says that
the FCA supports all workers, but especially those
who have unexpected emergencies. “With
maternity leave, you have some time to prepare –
but I see this more when a parent unexpectedly
becomes ill,” she said. “I’ve talked to countless
people where the responsibility of taking care of
their parent fell to them, and they had no
preparation for it.” Thomas believes that this bill
will not just give those workers a “little safety net,”
But it could also incentivize young families to
move to the state. “The only growing population
we have is 85 plus,” she said, explaining that the
pandemic showed that people could get suddenly
ill and need immediate support. The representative
hopes to see a hearing in the spring and to bring
out advocacy for it, saying that this is an urgent
issue and that the people of Pennsylvania support
it. Since the commonwealth has passed a year
into the COVID-19 pandemic, health care has
skyrocketed to the front of everyone’s minds.
Unlike its neighbor, New Jersey, Pennsylvania has
no state sick-leave policy. For James Henderson,
what matters most is getting the bill to a place
where it needs to be. “From what I’ve learned as an
advocate,” he said, “Do not leave this on the back
burner; keep talking about it. We’re all in this
together; women, workers of color, LGBT workers,
and especially workers who are disabled.”
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Katia McGuirk set to invigorate Moravian
Tile Works; Tile Works of Bucks County, a
nonprofit, has moved in
Jeanette Lerman Here’s good news: Collaborative leaders
from arts, business and government, have a plan to secure
the long-term viability of The Moravian Tile Works while
creating new jobs for artists. On April 7, Bucks County
Commissioner Chairman Diane Ellis-Marseglia announced
that The Tile Works of Bucks County, founded by Katia
McGuirk, would become the new operating partner of The
Moravian Pottery and Tile Works. McGuirk intends to
strengthen the tile works’ “working museum” mission, while
transforming chronic deZcits into proZtability. “We want to
polish the gem,” she said soon after the commissioners’
decision, “making this artistic treasure visible to a much
larger community.” Bucks County retains ownership of the
historic Henry Mercer property. McGuirk sees no disconnect
between artistic ambition and Zscal sobriety. Over 40 years
of experience in ceramics – as artist, tile entrepreneur,
educator, social activist – has produced a thick web of
global contacts, many of whom would visit the quirky
Doylestown Pottery, celebrate its heritage, and most
especially, purchase Moravian art tile, if invited. “People
want relief from cheap imports. They crave artisan-made
products with enduring value and appeal. We have the
name, reputation and style. Cultivating this segment will
enable us to prosper, to pay our artists a living wage.” Joe
Duffy, chairman and CEO of New Courtland Senior
Communities and member of McGuirk’s Tile Works of
Bucks County Board, agrees. “Katia recruited me to help
devise her strategic plan. We studied comparable tileworks.
We looked at markets. My son Brendan helped design IT
systems, pricing models, and her website. We expect to
achieve a cash positive business for the long haul.”
Gracious and pragmatic, with a distinctive shock of purple
hair, McGuirk comes from a large family, motivated to
succeed and serve. She is 12th of 15 children. She grew up
on a Maryland farm, where her artist mother and retired
World War II Navy captain father, also a Baltimore banker,
mobilized their children to plant orchards and tend animals.
When her father’s destroyer was sunk by Japanese pilots,
he focused on saving lives, McGuirk said. McGuirk kids
were trained to face their fears, and to prioritize collective
well-being over personal needs. McGuirk’s mother
introduced her to clay. “Something about the process just
sucked me in,” says McGuirk. “Clay is tricky. You can’t
impose too much of you on clay. Clay will teach you
something as well. There must be intrinsic give and take.
Without openness, it doesn’t work.” She studied Zne arts,
architecture and design before graduating from the Rhode
Island School of Design with a ceramics major. To make
money, she began to buy, Zx and eip houses in Newport.
“Am I old enough to take out a loan?” she asked her bank.
She launched Fountain Street Tile Works, her Zrst company.
On her way from Newport to Maryland one Thanksgiving,
she delivered friends to Bucks County. Their mom
suggested a visit to “the Mercer place.” Henry Mercer’s
ideals Zred up McGuirk’s imagination. Two years later, she
returned to the Moravian Tile Works, with one of her tiles,
for evaluation. She was promptly hired, eventually rising to
the role of production manager. The birth of two children
required McGuirk to reassess work/family balance. She
founded KatiaTiles, ultimately employing eight people. She
soon was discovered by Waterworks, a retailer that catered
to creators of luxury baths and kitchens. “They started with
three stores,” said McGuirk. “As they grew their enterprise,
they grew me.” Soon McGuirk was designing collections for
the 42-store network, interacting with architects, installers
and customers, nationwide. Simultaneously, McGuirk
organized projects for her daughters’ school. She
specializes in public art, activating artistic ecosystems to
solve problems collectively. Her reputation spread.
Neshaminy Manor Home, a county senior facility, hired her
to enable residents and their families to visualize
aspirations in a courtyard mosaic. The Travis Manion
Foundation, asked McGuirk to activate a much broader
community, creating Freedom Square mosaics, to
memorialize fallen soldiers, celebrate their values, and help
families process grief. “Katia has very high awareness of
what is meaningful to our community,” observed board
member Duffy. In 2012, McGuirk was invited to join the Tile
Heritage Foundation Board, giving her visibility to best
practices of virtually every art tile organization in the world.
There is so much that can be adapted to Bucks County, she
said. “We’ll curate seasonal collections, selectively offer
tiles that haven’t been made in the last hundred years. We’ll
digitize our entire historic collection. We’ll invite other
artists – not just ceramicists – to showcase their work on
our beautiful grounds. We’re planning educational
programs. Community is the grout of our success. “Artisan-
made appeals to humans, because the humanity in the
product speaks to both makers and viewers,” McGuirk
reeected. “All my tile roads led to this chapter.” When Bucks
County o]cials probed for solutions, “I knew in my heart
that this was something I was meant to do.”
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Biennial inspections to begin at
Delaware toll bridges in May
In May and June, motorists may encounter
periodic daytime lane closures at toll bridges
operated by the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge
Commission as the agency’s engineers and
consultants conduct annual inspections. Findings
from the bridge inspections help the commission
identify structural, operational and safety issues
that need to be addressed by maintenance crews
or through future capital projects. While much of
the inspection work takes place out of public sight,
lane restrictions are occasionally needed when
inspection teams assess pavements or areas
above and around a structure’s road deck. The
travel restrictions are limited to off-peak single-
lane closures. Tra]c impacts are expected to be
minor. This year’s inspections will focus on eight
toll bridges: Trenton-Morrisville (Route 1), Scudder
Falls (I-295), New Hope-Lambertville (Route 202),
I-78, Easton-Phillipsburg (Route 22), Portland-
Columbia (Routes 611, 46, and 94), Delaware
Water Gap (I-80) and Milford-Montague (Route
206). Only the upstream span of the Scudder Falls
Toll Bridge will be inspected this year as the
downstream span is still under construction. The
commission performs bridge inspections annually.
Its toll bridges are inspected in odd-numbered
years and its toll-supported bridges (non-toll) are
examined in even-numbered years. `Under this
process, each commission bridge receives a full
examination every two years, thereby meeting a
requirement established by the Federal Highway
Administration and the National Bridge Inspection
Standards. Findings are published in the
commission’s annual inspection reports posted on
their website.
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“New Hope App” connects visitors with
events and businesses
As part of its continuing efforts to help New Hope
businesses grow and thrive, borough council has
collaborated in the development of a new website that will
allow visitors and residents to connect easily with local
shops and events from any internet-connected device.
Make reservations, buy tickets, scan QR codes and get
directions all from a single, responsive-design interface that
formats itself to your phone, tablet or laptop. Integration
with the New Hope Visitors Center will allow quick access
to event information and a guide to New Hope happenings
throughout the year. New Hope restaurants and merchants
are encouraged to submit their information to the New
Hope Partner Portal for free. Visit
newhopeapp.com/partners, Zll in your information and click
to submit your business. There are no downloads from the
app store, no pesky ads or background tasks that slow
down your phone. NewHopeApp.com uses the latest web
design techniques to bring everything New Hope to
whatever device you keep in your pocket. “As more and
more businesses add their listings and events start gearing
up for an exciting summer and fall, NewHopeApp.com will
be the principal portal to bring all your information to
visitors with just a simple tap or scan. “New Hope visitors,
be sure to save NewHopeApp.com to your favorites.”
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Da Vinci Science Center plans new
building in Allentown
Kathryn Finegan Clark The Da Vinci Science Center
will be moving to downtown Allentown after
outgrowing its nearly 30-year home on the campus
of Cedar Crest College. During a virtual press
conference, Lin Erickson, executive director and
CEO, unveiled architectural renderings of the
67,000-square-foot facility to be constructed at
Hamilton Boulevard and Eighth Street. The new
science center will triple the space of the current
facility and its three stories will offer 30,000
square feet of exhibit space. Designed by MKSD
Architects, it will be called the Da Vinci Science
Center at the PPL Pavilion. The Allentown-based
company is its title sponsor and has launched a
fundraising campaign with a $72 million goal.
Erickson said, “We are reimagining what a science
center and STEAM education will look like. This
will be a regional center of excellence for STEAM
education, serving as a community hub and
conduit for STEM careers, while inspiring curiosity
in visitors of all ages through immersive
experiences.” (STEM stands for Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math. STEAM adds
Art to the mix.) Vincent Sorgi, PPL president and
CEO, said, “One of the beneZts of locating the new
center in Downtown Allentown is that it is within
walking distance for thousands of students who
live nearby.” Sorgi chairs the campaign leadership
committee, which has raised $37 million, a bit over
half of its goal. Sorgi and his wife, Michelle, have
already made a leadership gift to support the
STEAM Learning Center that will support free
admission for area students in need. Sorgi is a
former chairman of the nonproZt science center’s
board of directors. Plans are underway to break
ground next spring and to open the center in 2024.
The exhibits will include the following: Curiosity
Hall, with Leonardo’s 60-foot-tall Vitruvian Man as
its focal point, will celebrate the human body and
mind and will offer interactive opportunities; The
My Body exhibit will also feature interactive
exhibits that explain how the human body works
and how to keep it in good health; The Lehigh River
Watershed has been developed in partnership with
the Wildlands Conservancy and will surround
visitors with local eora and fauna and will feature
North American river otters; Science in the Making
will engage visitors in exploring scientiZc
principles and their application in manufacturing
processes with a focus on career opportunities.
Erickson said, “Public funding is critical to this
project and thus far our local government and
community leaders have been extremely
supportive.” Allentown Mayor Ray O’Connell, said
“The City of Allentown is pleased to support the
project because it is another great example of how
the city continues to move forward. It will have a
positive economic impact, attracting visitors to our
downtown and more important will be a major
educational resource.” The new facility is expected
to enhance tourism, drawing more than 400,000
visitors annually. In contrast, the present Da Vinci
Center sees about 150,000 participants each year
as it “brings science to life and life to science,”
making science fun and approachable, connecting
people of all ages with its wonders. The new
location will also help to reduce the barriers for the
more than 50,000 low-to-moderate income
residents who live within one mile’s walking
distance of the center. O]cials at the Da Vinci
Center decided to build a larger facility after
attendance at the Cedar Crest site increased 70
per cent between 2009 and 2015. A larger
complex previously was considered for an Easton
location but plans for that were scrapped months
ago.
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Old Barracks Museum reopening to
visitors
The gates at The Old Barracks Museum, 101 Barracks St.,
Trenton, N.J., are being reopened to visitors on Tuesday,
May 4. Tickets to see the National Historic Landmark must
be pre-purchased online at barracks.org at least one day
prior to visiting. Masks are required to be worn by visitors,
staff and volunteers at all times. Visitation is limited to one
group of no more than 10 people at a time to comply with
the State of New Jersey’s mandate on capacity reductions.
The museum will be open Tuesday through Saturday.
Visitation policy and hours are subject to change; visit
barracks.org for the most current guidelines. The Old
Barracks Museum building dates back to 1758 when it was
used as winter quarters during the French and Indian War.
During the American Revolution, it stood witness to the
Battle of Trenton and served as a military hospital to
provide smallpox inoculations.
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Chef Max Hansen opening event
venue in Princeton in 2022
Max Hansen, Bucks County chef-owner of Max
Hansen Caterer, has completed the purchase of
the property that will become the future
headquarters of his catering operation in Mercer
County, N.J. The 25,000-square-foot, multimillion
dollar property, with a full-service liquor license, is
located at 328 Carter Road in Princeton, N.J., and
will be named The Princeton Farmhouse. Once
COVID-19 restrictions are lifted, it will
accommodate up to 300 guests for sit-down
affairs. Located on a preserved 82-acre sylvan
campus, it is seven minutes from downtown
Princeton and equidistant between New York and
Philadelphia. A pre-existing approved plan for the
property is being revised to accommodate new
requirements for coronavirus protocols. “I believe
that our farmhouse venue will provide a world-
class event space worthy of the community,” said
Hansen, who has been serving the Princeton and
Bucks County communities for more than 25
years. The venue is being designed by Studio
Hillier — one of the foremost architecture Zrms in
the world, which is also Princeton-based and run
by husband-and-wife architects Barbara and Bob
Hillier. Construction will begin late summer 2021,
with completion slated for the summer of 2022.
The Princeton Farmhouse will include a full-service
catering and event facility, a commissary kitchen,
and o]ces. Studio Hillier’s plan is to raise the
event space roof to create an airy modern
structure. The new design will incorporate what
Hansen refers to as “the look and feel of a New
England farm compound with a Princeton
aesthetic.” A large deck with views of the pond will
allow guests to enjoy additional outdoor space
when weather permits. The grounds surrounding
the building will be landscaped with native and
sustainable plants. Hansen said the property will
not only be used for private affairs, but will have
the eexibility to host conferences, seminars,
meetings, corporate events, and charitable
fundraisers. Hansen added that he will partner
with several local farms, including Cherry Grove
Farms, Terhune Orchards and Blue Moon Acres, to
provide fresh, premium local ingredients for his
menus. “The Princeton Farmhouse is the
fulZllment of a lifelong dream for me and for my
team,” said Hansen. “I’ve been working my entire
career to build this type of premier facility, and I
cannot wait to serve our guests from Princeton
and beyond next summer.” To learn more, visit Max
Hansen Caterer online or call 215-766-3439.
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State legislators push for ban on hand-
held devices while driving
Freda R. Savana Lawmakers are continuing efforts to ban
the use of hand-held devices while driving in Pennsylvania.
In a bipartisan effort, state Reps. Rosemary Brown (R-189)
and Steve Malagari (D-53) are hoping to gain support for
legislation to ban the use of hand-held devices while
driving. House Bill 37 would require drivers to have their
phone in a docking station or use Bluetooth when operating
their vehicle. “Almost every one of Pennsylvania’s
neighboring states enacted driver responsibility laws to not
allow mobile device use while driving. It’s time that
Pennsylvania catches up to make our roadways safer,” said
Malagari, in a statement. “Strengthening our penalties on
distracted driving is not a partisan issue, and it would show
that our Commonwealth will not tolerate such reckless
behavior. Our legislation is a commonsense measure that
ensures responsible drivers aren’t impacted and it has the
potential to prevent countless tragedies.” Brown said she’s
been working with Eileen Miller on the law for more than six
years; Miller lost her son, 21-year-old Paul Miller Jr., to a car
crash caused by a distracted tractor trailer driver in 2010.
“Every day, I witness many drivers using their cellphones
irresponsibly while driving – willingly putting themselves
and those around them in danger on our roadways,” said
Brown, in a statement. “Cellphones are now becoming the
largest distraction in the car and too many innocent lives,
both in Pennsylvania and nationwide, have been altered or
tragically lost due to this distracted driving,” the lawmaker
said. If passed, the law would: - Make driving a vehicle while
holding or supporting any electronic wireless device a
primary offense with a $100 Zne; - Increase the Zne for
texting while driving from $50 to $100; Require anyone
under the age of 18 to view educational materials on the
dangers of distracted driving before taking a driver’s exam;
and - Require at least one question on distracted driving to
be part of a driver’s exam. Last year, the legislation was
supported by the House but didn’t make it to the Senate.
The legislators are hopeful this year will be different and are
asking the public to contact their representatives and ask
them to support HB 37.
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Bucks County Children’s Museum
plans May reopening
The Bucks County Children’s Museum in New
Hope is planning a re-opening of its 10,000-
square-foot interactive museum on May 1. Closed
since March 2020 due to COVID-19, museum staff
has been hard at work preparing the museum to
meet all health and safety requirements set forth
by Pennsylvania governing bodies, museum
pediatric advisors, and the Association of
Children’s Museums’ guidelines. Guests must visit
the museum’s website to reserve tickets in
advance for timed two-hour admission slots
Tuesdays through Sundays. Museum capacity is
limited, and no walk-ins will be admitted at this
time. Guests must also agree to abide by the
museum’s Guest Code of Conduct which includes
the wearing of masks for all guests ages 2 and up.
Birthday parties are temporarily halted, but
opportunities to rent the facility privately are
available. “We want to approach re-opening in a
safe and responsible manner,” said museum
Executive Director Kelly Krumenacker. “Some
exhibits have been modiZed, and we have added
several new high-interest, low touch activities that
we are eager to debut.” In addition to enhanced
health and safety protocols, the museum installed
hospital grade air-puriZcation systems throughout
its facility, thanks to support from MK Systems in
Chicago, Ill. and Worth & Company, Inc. in
Pipersville. “We truly appreciate the community’s
support and patience over the past year,” said
Krumenacker. “Our staff can’t wait to hear the
laughter of kids and their families playing together
in the museum again.” Hours, admission
reservations, and private rental information are
available on the museum’s website, buckskids.org.
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Quakertown Rotary Club to host award
breakfast for community ethics test
The Quakertown Rotary Club announced this week its
inaugural 4 Way Test Award Breakfast. The breakfast will be
held on May 11 at McCoole’s Red Lion Inn in Quakertown.
The 4 Way Test is a four question checklist for ethical
behavior aimed at local business leaders and students. It
asks: “Of the things we think, say or do: Is it the truth? Is it
fair to all concerned? Will it build goodwill and better
friendships? Is it beneZcial to all concered?” The Rotary
Club hopes to honor community members who pass this
ethical test in their daily interactions. This year’s winners
include Danielle Bodnar from the Upper Bucks Chamber of
Commerce (Business Award), Dr. Robert Leight (Education
Award), and Scott McElree from Quakertown Borough
(Community Award). Details on breakfast registration and
sponsorship are available at quakertownrotary.org.
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Progress continues on Tinicum
bridge restoration proposal;
historic significance questioned
Cliff Lebowitz While Tinicum Township
supervisors have strongly reiterated their
commitment to public safety as their priority,
progress is continuing toward a new proposal for a
one-lane restoration of Tinicum Township’s closed
Headquarters Road bridge at Sheep Hole Road.
Meanwhile, appeals to federal authorities are also
continuing, toward blocking deployment of
PennDOT’s proposal to resume the crossing
through a new two-lane structure, through
environmental historic, and tra]c concerns. A
recent public discussion of the matter among
residents included questioning the legitimacy of
the closed bridge as a historic resource, by itself or
as part of a historic district. At the April 20 public
board of supervisors meeting, new bridge-vicinity
property owner Steve Gidumal reported he was
“halfway to $1 million in commitments” to fund a
restoration of the 1812 piers and 1919 deck as a
one-lane structure. Such a project would also have
to account for funding for ongoing maintenance to
support presumed required ownership by the
township. An appeal to a federal court to block
PennDOT’s new two-lane proposal was rejected
last fall, but was characterized by the plaintiff as
only a procedural a]rmation, and the plaintiff is
now proceeding to seek relief from the U.S.
Deptarttment of the Interior against its National
Park Service’s reported okay of PennDOT’s plan.
During discussion of the matter at the meeting,
residents increasingly frustrated by the 10-year-old
closing, and its inconvenience and public safety
ramiZcations, continued their sharp questioning of
the historic, environmental, and tra]c arguments
for preservation of the one-lane structure, while
other residents continued their support for those
arguments. During an exchange questioning the
historic aspect, a 2006 designation was
mentioned. In a response to a 2006 request from
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, noting the
opinion of the Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission representative that the
property was not eligible for o]cial designation as
a historic resource, the secretary of the U.S.
Department of the Interior “determined that the
property is eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places as a contributing property in the
National Register-listed Ridge Valley Rural Historic
District.” The notiZcation elaborated that the
bridge had been so listed in 1992, and continued
on to include that it “is historically signiZcant in the
context of the development of the township,
regional transportation, and the operation of local
mills, and is of engineering signiZcance both for
its early 19th century construction and its
sensitive modernization in 1919. Although the
concrete deck shows signs of considerable
deterioration and the deck has been altered with
the removal of the 1919 railings, the bridge retains
su]cient historic integrity to continue to
contribute to the Ridge Valley Rural Historic
District.” Residents supporting restoration of the
structure have claimed that PennDOT had
unnecessarily allowed the bridge to deteriorate
further prior to their 2011 closing of the bridge. At
the outset of the April 20 meeting, o]cials
thanked state Sen. Bob Mensch for his work on
new legislation to help local volunteer Zre
companies and other emergency services. The
legislation contains improvements to grant and
loan programs for Zre companies, new measures
to support recruitment and retention of Zre
personnel, and critical changes in the O]ce of the
State Fire Commissioner.
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Development plan for former
Intelligencer site approved
Freda R. Savana The former Intelligencer newspaper
building on North Broad Street was razed about two years
ago. The remaining ruble is now slated for replacement with
an apartment and retail complex. Doylestown Borough
Council unanimously approved plans last week for 233
apartments on the 7 ½-acre site, along with about 10,000
square feet of o]ce and/or retail space. Plans from
Cornerstone Tracy, a Villanova-based real estate developer,
outline two of the three apartment buildings to be four-
stories, and the third to be seven stories, o]cial said. The
taller building is planned for the far corner of the site, near
Center Square Towers, an apartment complex along North
Broad and Atkinson streets. Prior to the vote approving the
development plan, borough council adopted a zoning
overlay district within its Broad Street Gateway Overlay
District that allows mixed-use projects and other uses in
that area. Included in the ambitious project are various
improvements, such as adding a tra]c light at the Broad
and Atkinson intersection and a 1-acre park with public
access, according to o]cials. Phil Ehlinger, the borough’s
deputy manager, said in earlier comments, “This is one of
the biggest developments we’ve seen or will see in the
borough.” Another proposal for some 200 apartments just
across the street from this development is being
considered by planners in the borough and Doylestown
Township, as the property lies in both municipalities. Also
happening on the Broad Street corridor, is the repurposing
of the former PennDOT maintenance building into the
borough’s administrative o]ces and the Central Bucks
Regional Police Department. PennDOT’s former
maintenance yard is being transformed into a passive park.
Just a little farther north, at 400 N. Broad St., the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
Agency is building a water treatment plant to treat the
contained contaminated groundwater water from the Chem-
Fab Superfund site there.
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Wrightstown Township will keep
traffic concerns local
Chris Ruvo Efforts to check alleged speedsters on
Township Line Road in Wrightstown are going to
stay local for the time being. Township o]cials
were considering contacting the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation about possibly
conducting a speed limit study on a stretch of
Township Line that runs between Mill Creek Road
and Cherry Lane – a span that runs through the
village of Wycombe. However, after consulting
with o]cials in neighboring Buckingham,
Wrightstown has opted against reaching out to
PennDOT. “Our Township Manager Joe Pantano
reported that Buckingham Township was not
interested in participating in a PennDOT tra]c
study of Township Line Road, fearing that
PennDOT may decide to raise the present speed
limit,” which is 35 mph, explained Wrightstown
Supervisor Jane Magne. Sometimes, speed limit
studies show that roads can bear a higher limit
than what they are currently posted. Clearly, such a
result wouldn’t be favored by residents already
concerned about speeding. Going forward, police
from the departments of Buckingham and
Newtown Township, the latter of which covers
Wrightstown, will “coordinate efforts to monitor
speed on the roadway so as to improve
enforcement and compliance,” Magne said.
Wrightstown’s focus on alleged speeding on
Township Line Road intensiZed recently after a
resident contacted state Sen. Tommy Tomlinson
about the issue. Tomlinson’s o]ce subsequently
inquired what more could be done to get speeders
to obey the posted limit.
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Bucks County Designer House & Gardens
set to open
Jodi Spiegel Arthur

The 46th Bucks County Designer House & Gardens,
presented by the Village Improvement Association of
Doylestown (VIA), opens May 2.

Mearns Mill Manor, located at 545 Almshouse Road,
Ivyland, includes more than 20 design areas throughout the
house and gardens, as well as designer decor, available for
purchase throughout the property and in four boutiques.
During a preview event Tuesday, designers and landscapers
were putting the Znal touches on the house and gardens.

“When people come in, we want them to be surprised by the
details,” said Robert Belchic of Design Style Studios, who
decorated the light-Zlled living room with Lisa Lazarus of
Lisa Lazarus Interiors, and used the bay window, situated
between two Zreplaces, as a centering point.

Deb Campell of DC Interiors designed the kitchen, which
she dubbed Le Bleu Cantine after painting the kitchen
cabinets a rich French blue and replacing their wooden slats
with punched tin. “I wanted it to feel like a happy kitchen
because everybody always winds up in the kitchen,” she
said.

Mearns Mill Manor is on loan from the Heritage
Conservancy. The land can be traced back to the William
Penn grants. It was originally owned by a family that
operated several mills along the Neshaminy Creek. The
origins of the present house most likely date to the late 18th
and early 19th centuries.

Admission to the house and garden tour, to beneZt
Doylestown Hospital and the mission of the VIA, is by timed
entry tickets purchased in advance at
BucksCountyDesignerHouse.org.

The house and gardens are open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday.
Thursday hours are 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Sunday hours are
noon to 4 p.m. Tours run May 2 through 30.

Masks are required, and COVID protocols will be observed.
Due to state and federal guidelines and Doylestown Health
protocols, there will be no opening gala or on-site cafe this
year.

jarthur@buckscountyherald.com
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Palisades awarded a music honor,
continues with budget preparation
Cliff Lebowitz While accelerating, steep increases
in charter school costs present yet further
pressure on its budget balancing management,
with still no legislative relief in sight, the Palisades
School District continues to garner recognition of
distinction in its academic and extracurricular
programs. A list of those distinctions is on the
district website homepage. While continuing to
decry increasingly overbearing charter costs,
public school districts also continue to claim a
marked difference in educational and
extracurricular quality. At the April 21 public dial-in
school board meeting, Superintendent Bridget
O’Connell announced that the district was one of
only 686 that had been named Best Communities
in the Nation for Music Education. The award
program, administered the NAMM Foundation, a
supporting organization of the National
Association of Music Merchants, “recognizes
outstanding efforts by teachers, administrators,
parents, students and community leaders who
have made music education part of a well-rounded
education.” In accepting the award, Music
Department Co-Chair Abel Maldonado praised the
work of his fellow co-chairs, Brittany Baumeister
and Sue Reed, and staff Neil Chaban, Emily Kumpf,
Eric Morris, and Tim McGorrey. Maldonado and Dr.
McConnell also noted the “support of the
community as a big part of the program,” including
“keeping performances going during the
pandemic.” During his progress presentation on
the district’s 2021-2022 budget, Business Manager
Drew Bishop reported an increase in charter costs
from this year to next year of $1.6 million to $2.75
million, representing a 69 per cent increase. He
added the increase has been 345% since the 2012-
2013 budget, while taxes have increased 4.2% over
same time frame. Accordingly, as the school board
and its staff work through the annual process of
reducing any tax increase as far as they can below
the maximum allowed by the state without a
public referendum, they are under unprecedented
pressure from the charter costs. Further budget
details are posted on the district website. During
his report as liaison to the Pennsylvania School
Board Association, district board President Bob
Musantry called for charter “funding reform
through a pure and simple formula,” to replace a
present formula that is “out of alignment with the
real world.” He cited House Bill 272 as a step in
that direction. Regarding the progress of any
remediating state legislative action, the Bucks
County Intermediate Unit has noted that “there has
been little movement or acceptance for any reform
language to date.” It has further noted that “there
appears to be ‘conceptual’ differences between
the House and Senate approaches,” while “neither
chamber is acting particularly quickly on anything.”
Its complete current report on the matter is
attached to the Intermediate Unit committee
report section of the April 21 meeting agenda in
Board Docs on the district website.

NEWSNEWS
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PA Department of Health: Over 8.8
million vaccinations to date; first doses
of vaccine to 50.9% of population; PA
ranks 10th among 50 states for first
dose; 42.2 percent of Pennsylvanians 18
and older fully vaccinated

Get the statsThis guide with interactive tables, charts and
maps illustrates the current status of COVID-19 in Bucks
County. These data are updated daily.See the numbers:
Bucks County Coronavirus Summary >>PA Department of
Health: Over 8.8 million vaccinations to date; Zrst doses of
vaccine to 50.9% of population; PA ranks 10th among 50
states for Zrst dose; 42.2 percent of Pennsylvanians 18 and
older fully vaccinated2,597 new cases, 2,172 patients
hospitalized and 480 patients in Intensive Care UnitsThe
Pennsylvania Department of Health today conZrmed as of
noon, May 3, there were 2,597 additional positive cases of
COVID-19, bringing the statewide total to 1,164,216. As of
11:59 p.m. Tuesday, May 4, there were 56 new deaths
identiZed by the Pennsylvania death registry, reported for a
total of 26,390 deaths attributed to COVID-19. The trend in
the 14-day moving average number of hospitalized patients
per day is starting to come down, after peaking at 2,661
patients which is slightly below what it was at the height of
the spring 2020 peak of 2,751 patients on May 3, 2020.
There are 2,172 individuals hospitalized with COVID-19. Of
that number, 480 patients are in the intensive care unit with
COVID-19. Most of the patients hospitalized are ages 65 or
older, and most of the deaths have occurred in patients 65
or older. Statewide percent positivity for the week of April
23 – April 29 stood at 7.6%. Mask-wearing is required in all
businesses and whenever leaving home. Fully vaccinated
people are permitted to participate in some activities
without a mask based on CDC guidance released yesterday.
Consistent mask-wearing is critical to preventing the spread
of COVID-19. There are 155,188 individuals who have a
positive viral antigen test and are considered probable
cases and 639 individuals who have a positive serology test
and either COVID-19 symptoms or a high-risk exposure.
There are 4,429,718 individuals who have tested negative to
date.COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Pennsylvania hospitals
began receiving shipments of the PZzer-BioNTech COVID-
19 vaccine the week of Dec. 14 and Moderna COVID-19
vaccine the week of Dec. 21. The Janssen (Johnson &
Johnson) COVID-19 vaccine was Zrst allocated to
Pennsylvania the week of March 1. On Friday, April 23, the
CDC and FDA notiZed all COVID-19 vaccine providers that
the pause in administering doses of the Johnson &
Johnson (Janssen) vaccine has been lifted. Following the
announcement, Pennsylvania resumed Janssen
vaccinations. Vaccination numbers for Pennsylvania do not
include Philadelphia, which is its own jurisdiction, or federal
facilities, which are working directly with the federal
government. Federal data representing all 67 counties:
According to the CDC, as of Wednesday morning, May 5,
Pennsylvania has administered Zrst doses of vaccine to
50.9% of its entire population, and the state ranks 10th
among all 50 states for Zrst doses administered by
percentage of population. According to the CDC, as of
Wednesday morning, May 5, 42.2% of Pennsylvanians age
18 and older are fully vaccinated. According to the CDC, as
of Wednesday morning, May 5, Pennsylvania ranks 5th
among all 50 states for total doses administered. Statewide
data representing the 66 counties within the Department of
Health’s vaccine jurisdiction: Vaccine providers have
administered 8,840,842 total vaccine doses as of
Wednesday, May 5. 3,646,861 people are fully vaccinated;
with a seven-day moving average of more than 81,300
people per day receiving vaccinations. 1,847,176 people are
partially vaccinated, meaning they have received one dose
of a two-dose vaccine. 5,494,037 people have received at
least their Zrst dose. This week, a total of 8,938,480 doses
will have been allocated through May 8: 323,520 Zrst/single
doses will have been allocated this week; 288,320 second
doses will have been allocated this week. To date, we have
administered 8,840,842 doses total through May 5:
First/single doses: 5,494,037 administered; Second doses:
3,346,805 administered. Approximately 27,868 of our total
cases are among health care workers.Numbers by county
as of May 5Bucks County: 59,050 cases and 1,257
deathsChester County: 39,578 cases and 780
deathsDelaware County: 50,908 cases and 1,342
deathsLehigh County: 38,546 cases and 841
deathsMontgomery County: 68,508 cases and 1,672
deathsNorthampton County: 34,822 cases and 699
deathsPhiladelphia: 143,652 cases and 3,510 deathsData
dashboard: County-speciZc information and a statewide
map >>
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PA Department of Health: Over 8.7
million vaccinations to date; first
doses of vaccine to 50.6% of
population; PA ranks 10th among
50 states for first dose
Get the statsThis guide with interactive tables,
charts and maps illustrates the current status of
COVID-19 in Bucks County. These data are
updated daily.See the numbers: Bucks County
Coronavirus Summary >>PA Department of Health:
Over 8.7 million vaccinations to date; Zrst doses of
vaccine to 50.6% of population; PA ranks 10th
among 50 states for Zrst dose3,133 new cases,
2,151 patients hospitalized and 484 patients in
intensive care units The Pennsylvania Department
of Health today conZrmed as of noon, May 3, there
were 4,607 additional positive cases of COVID-19,
bringing the statewide total to 1,162,619. As of
11:59 p.m. Monday, May 3, there were 58 new
deaths identiZed by the Pennsylvania death
registry, reported for a total of 26,334 deaths
attributed to COVID-19. The trend in the 14-day
moving average number of hospitalized patients
per day is starting to come down, after peaking at
2,661 patients which is slightly below what it was
at the height of the spring 2020 peak of 2,751
patients on May 3, 2020. There are 2,151
individuals hospitalized with COVID-19. Of that
number, 484 patients are in the intensive care unit
with COVID-19. Most of the patients hospitalized
are ages 65 or older, and most of the deaths have
occurred in patients 65 or older. Statewide percent
positivity for the week of April 23 – April 29 stood
at 7.6%. Mask-wearing is required in all businesses
and whenever leaving home. Fully vaccinated
people are permitted to participate in some
activities without a mask based on CDC guidance
released yesterday. Consistent mask-wearing is
critical to preventing the spread of COVID-19.
There are 154,801 individuals who have a positive
viral antigen test and are considered probable
cases and 639 individuals who have a positive
serology test and either COVID-19 symptoms or a
high-risk exposure. There are 4,422,407 individuals
who have tested negative to date.COVID-19
Vaccine Distribution Pennsylvania hospitals began
receiving shipments of the PZzer-BioNTech COVID-
19 vaccine the week of Dec. 14 and Moderna
COVID-19 vaccine the week of Dec. 21. The
Janssen (Johnson & Johnson) COVID-19 vaccine
was Zrst allocated to Pennsylvania the week of
March 1. On Friday, April 23, the CDC and FDA
notiZed all COVID-19 vaccine providers that the
pause in administering doses of the Johnson &
Johnson (Janssen) vaccine has been lifted.
Following the announcement, Pennsylvania
resumed Janssen vaccinations. Vaccination
numbers for Pennsylvania do not include
Philadelphia, which is its own jurisdiction, or
federal facilities, which are working directly with
the federal government. According to the CDC, as
of Tuesday morning, May 4, Pennsylvania has
administered Zrst doses of vaccine to 50.6% of its
entire population, and the state ranks 10th among
all 50 states for Zrst doses administered by
percentage of population. According to the CDC,
as of Tuesday morning, May 4, Pennsylvania ranks
5th among all 50 states for total doses
administered. Vaccine providers have
administered 8,754,703 total vaccine doses as of
Tuesday, May 4. 3,592,845 people are fully
vaccinated; with a seven-day moving average of
more than 83,800 people per day receiving
vaccinations. 1,863,243 people are partially
vaccinated, meaning they have received one dose
of a two-dose vaccine. 5,456,088 people have
received at least their Zrst dose. This week, a total
of 8,938,480 doses will have been allocated
through May 8: 323,520 Zrst/single doses will have
been allocated this week; 288,320 second doses
will have been allocated this week; To date, we
have administered 8,754,703 doses total through
May 4: First/single doses: 5,456,088 administered;
Second doses: 3,298,615 administered. Numbers
by county as of May 4Bucks County: 58,922 cases
and 1,253 deaths Chester County: 39,476 cases
and 779 deaths Delaware County: 50,814 cases
and 1,341 deaths Lehigh County: 38,470 cases and
839 deaths Montgomery County: 68,399 cases
and 1,668 deaths Northampton County: 34,759
cases and 697 deaths Philadelphia: 143,442 cases
and 3,502 deathsData dashboard: County-speciZc
information and a statewide map >>
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N.J. Governor Murphy announces removal
of capacity limits for businesses, lifting
of prohibition on indoor bar seating
With COVID-19 numbers trending decisively in the right
direction and New Jersey progressing toward its adult-age
vaccination goals, Gov. Phil Murphy Monday announced an
additional easing of restrictions, including a removal of all
percentage capacity limits for indoor and outdoor
businesses, a lifting of the prohibition on indoor bar seating,
and an end to the outdoor gathering limit.As detailed below,
some changes will take effect on Friday, May 7, with others
taking effect on Wednesday, May 19, in coordination with
both New York and Connecticut.“With our COVID-19
numbers, particularly hospitalizations, trending decisively in
the right direction and our vaccination goals within reach,
now is the time to take major steps to reopen our economy
and loosen both indoor and outdoor gathering and capacity
restrictions,” said Murphy. “We’ve done this the right way, in
partnership with our neighboring states of New York and
Connecticut, and by allowing data, science, and public
health to guide our decision-making. Over these next few
weeks, I encourage all remaining eligible New Jerseyans to
get vaccinated so we can continue Zghting back against
this virus and move toward a ‘new normal’ for ourselves, our
neighbors, and our loved ones.”Murphy signed an executive
order that makes the following changes effective Friday,
May 7 (some of which were previously scheduled to take
effect on Monday, May 10):• Outdoor gatherings limit – The
limit will increase to 500 persons, up from 200.• Large
venue outdoor capacity – The maximum capacity allowed
will increase to 50% for venues with 1,000 Zxed seats or
more, as long as 6 feet of distance is maintained, up from
30% capacity for venues with a 2,500 Zxed seating capacity.
• Increase in maximum capacity for certain indoor activities
– Currently, indoor catered events are limited to 35% of the
capacity of the room in which they are held, up to 150
persons. The capacity limit for those events, including
proms, will be raised to 50%, up to a maximum of 250
individuals. The capacity limit for indoor political events,
weddings, funerals, memorial services, and performances
will also increase accordingly.• Dance eoors at private
catered events – Dance eoors would be permitted to open
at such events, with masking and social distancing
requirements in place. Dance eoors would remain closed at
bars and other related businesses, such as nightclubs.•
Permit carnivals and fairs to operate at the amusement
business capacity – Currently, these events may be treated
like a gathering, and thus subject to more restrictive limits.
Carnivals and fairs may now operate at the same capacity
as large outdoor amusements.• Bar seating– The
prohibition on indoor bar seating will be lifted, with Znal
guidance on necessary safeguards, such as spacing and
the use of plexiglass, to follow from the New Jersey
Department of Health.• Buffets – The restriction on self-
service food, like buffets, at restaurants, would be lifted, but
individuals will still be required to remain seated while
eating and drinking.Additionally, barring an unexpected
uptick in COVID-19 numbers, the following changes will go
into effect on Wednesday, May 19, largely in line with
actions taking place in the neighboring states of New York
and Connecticut:• Complete removal of outdoor gathering
limit– Attendees at outdoor gatherings will still be required
to remain six feet apart from other groups.• Indoor
gathering limit– The general indoor gathering limit will be
raised to 50 persons, up from 25 persons. The limit applies
to general social gatherings, such as birthday parties and
events in people’s homes. Commercial gatherings and
gatherings organized and operated by an overseeing entity
will be subject to the 250-person indoor gathering limit that
applies to indoor catered events, as long as all attendees
can remain six feet apart.• Complete removal of all
percentage capacity limits for indoor and outdoor
businesses, and houses of worship – Any business,
whether indoors or outdoors, that is subject to a percentage
capacity limitation will instead be guided by the rule
regarding six feet of distance between persons or groups of
persons. This would include:• Indoor dining – Currently,
indoor dining is limited to 50% capacity. This change will
remove the 50% limitation but maintain the six feet of
required distance between tables, except that tables will
still be permitted to be closer than six feet where
restaurants use partitions that comply with DOH
requirements. Additionally, the prohibition on tables of more
than eight persons will be lifted. As a reminder, outdoor
dining has never been bound to a capacity percentage.•
Houses of worship and religious services, which are
currently at 50% capacity. Retail businesses, which are
currently at 50% capacity.• Gyms, which are currently at 50%
capacity.• Personal care services, which are currently at
50% capacity.• Indoor and outdoor amusement and
recreation businesses, which are both currently limited to
50% capacity.• Indoor and outdoor pools, which are both
currently limited to 50% capacity.• Indoor catered events,
funerals, memorial services, performances, and political
activities – Per today’s Executive Order, these events will be
limited to 50% of a room’s capacity, up to 250 individuals.
Beginning on Wednesday, May 19, the 250-person limit will
remain in place, but there will be no percentage-based
capacity restrictions. Individuals and groups will need to
remain six feet apart.• Indoor large venue capacity – The
capacity limit for indoor large venues will increase from
20% to 30% and the deZnition of a large venue would shift
from those with 2,500 Zxed seats to those with 1,000 Zxed
seats. The requirement that individuals or groups of
individuals that purchase tickets together remain six feet
apart would remain in place.
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Wolf Administration to lift
mitigation orders on Memorial
Day, masking order once 70% of
Pennsylvania adults fully
vaccinated
Pennsylvanians ages 16 and older who want a
vaccine are urged to get oneThe Wolf
administration, in coordination with the COVID-19
Vaccine Joint Task Force, announced today that
mitigation orders except masking will be lifted on
Memorial Day, Monday, May 31 at 12:01 a.m.The
current order requiring Pennsylvanians to wear
masks will be lifted when 70% of Pennsylvanians
age 18 and older are fully vaccinated. Face
coverings are required to be worn indoors and
outdoors if you are away from your home. In
accordance with the latest Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) guidance, fully
vaccinated Pennsylvanians are not required to
wear a mask during certain activities.“We continue
to make signiZcant progress in the Zght to stop
the spread of COVID-19 and as more Pennsylvania
adults get vaccinated and guidance from the CDC
evolves, we can continue to move forward with our
reopening efforts,” Department of Health Acting
Secretary Alison Beam said. “I encourage
Pennsylvanians to take the critical steps needed to
put this pandemic behind us by getting vaccinated,
follow through with both doses if you receive the
Moderna or PZzer vaccines, and continue to take
steps like masking, frequent hand washing and
sanitizing and social distancing.”Requirements
such as testing and reporting new cases will
remain in place for hospitals and long-term care
facilities. Maintaining requirements for hospitals
and long-term care facilities will allow
Pennsylvania to continue to closely monitor
COVID-19 spread while lifting other
restrictions.The Department of Health
recommends that Pennsylvanians refer to CDC
guidance and recommendations regarding
ongoing COVID-19 safety measures and
procedures.These updates will not prevent
municipalities and school districts from continuing
and implementing stricter mitigation efforts.“With
millions of Pennsylvanians getting vaccinated, it’s
time to plan the transition back to normal,” said
Sen. Art Haywood. Hospitalizations and deaths
are down. This action today is a key step forward.”
“While the restrictions that were put in place at the
outset of the pandemic have been a major source
of frustration for many Pennsylvanians and
businesses, it is the collaborative work of this
bipartisan Task Force that is allowing us to Znally
roll back the restrictions and get back to normal
life,” said Sen. Ryan Aument.“I’m thrilled after more
than a year that we are able to lift these
restrictions so that we can move to more normal
life,” said Rep. Tim O’Neal. “This will help grow our
economy and assist our small businesses that
have sacriZced so much due to COVID-19. Thank
you to Pennsylvanians who have chosen to be
vaccinated. Your efforts have helped us arrive at
today.”“I am proud of the progress we have made
with vaccinations throughout Pennsylvania,” said
Rep. Bridget Kosierowski. “Lifting mitigation
orders on Memorial Day and announcing that
masking orders will be lifted once 70 percent of
Pennsylvania’s adults are fully vaccinated are all
beneZts from following the scientiZc medical
research and data. Many sacriZces had been
made over the past year while we waited for help.
The help is now here in the form of a vaccine and
we must do everything we can to encourage
everyone to receive their vaccination so we can
overcome this pandemic. Let’s follow the science,
because it’s the path to us all returning to
normalcy.”The governor’s Proclamation of Disaster
Emergency for the COVID-19 pandemic remains in
place.All Pennsylvanians ages 16 and older are
eligible to schedule a COVID-19 vaccine. The
provider map is available on the Department of
Health’s website. Pennsylvanians with questions
about the vaccination process can call the
Department of Health hotline at 1-877-724-3258.
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PA Department of Health: Over 8.6
million vaccinations to date; first doses
of vaccine to 50.3% of population; PA
ranks 10th among 50 states for first doseGet the statsThis guide with interactive tables, charts and
maps illustrates the current status of COVID-19 in Bucks
County. These data are updated daily.See the numbers:
Bucks County Coronavirus Summary >>PA Department of
Health: Over 8.6 million vaccinations to date; Zrst doses of
vaccine to 50.3% of population; PA ranks 10th among 50
states for Zrst doseTwo-day total of 4331 new cases, 2,161
patients hospitalized and 479 patients in intensive care
unitsThe Pennsylvania Department of Health today
conZrmed as of noon, May 3, there were 1,728 additional
positive cases of COVID-19, in addition to 2,653 new cases
reported Sunday, May 2, for a two-day total of 4,381
additional positive cases of COVID-19, bringing the
statewide total to 1,158,486.  As of 11:59 p.m. Saturday,
May 1, there were 22 new deaths and as of 11:59 p.m.
Sunday, May 2, there was 1 new death identiZed by the
Pennsylvania death registry, reported for a total of 26,276
deaths attributed to COVID-19. The trend in the 14-day
moving average number of hospitalized patients per day is
starting to come down, after peaking at 2,661 patients
which is slightly below what it was at the height of the
spring 2020 peak of 2,751 patients on May 3, 2020. There
are 2,161 individuals hospitalized with COVID-19. Of that
number, 479 patients are in the intensive care unit with
COVID-19. Most of the patients hospitalized are ages 65 or
older, and most of the deaths have occurred in patients 65
or older. Statewide percent positivity for the week of April
23 – April 29 stood at 7.6%. Mask-wearing is required in all
businesses and whenever leaving home. Fully vaccinated
people are permitted to participate in some activities
without a mask based on CDC guidance released yesterday.
Consistent mask-wearing is critical to preventing the spread
of COVID-19. There are 154,300 individuals who have a
positive viral antigen test and are considered probable
cases and 639 individuals who have a positive serology test
and either COVID-19 symptoms or a high-risk exposure.
There are 4,413,028 individuals who have tested negative to
date.COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Pennsylvania hospitals
began receiving shipments of the PZzer-BioNTech COVID-
19 vaccine the week of Dec. 14 and Moderna COVID-19
vaccine the week of Dec. 21. The Janssen (Johnson &
Johnson) COVID-19 vaccine was Zrst allocated to
Pennsylvania the week of March 1. On Friday, April 23, the
CDC and FDA notiZed all COVID-19 vaccine providers that
the pause in administering doses of the Johnson &
Johnson (Janssen) vaccine has been lifted. Following the
announcement, Pennsylvania resumed Janssen
vaccinations. Vaccination numbers for Pennsylvania do not
include Philadelphia, which is its own jurisdiction, or federal
facilities, which are working directly with the federal
government. Vaccine highlights According to the CDC, as of
Monday morning, May 3, Pennsylvania has administered
Zrst doses of vaccine to 50.3% of its entire population, and
the state ranks 10th among all 50 states for Zrst doses
administered by percentage of population. According to the
CDC, as of Monday morning, May 3, Pennsylvania ranks 5th
among all 50 states for total doses administered. Vaccine
providers have administered 8,684,978 total vaccine doses
as of Monday, May 3. A total of 3,548,102 people are fully
vaccinated; with a seven-day moving average of more than
88,000 people per day receiving vaccinations. A total of
1,879,651 people are partially vaccinated, meaning they
have received one dose of a two-dose vaccine, and
5,427,753 people have received at least their Zrst dose. This
week, a total of 8,938,480 doses will have been allocated
through May 8, and 323,520 Zrst/single doses will have
been allocated this week and 288,320 second doses will
have been allocated this week. To date, we have
administered 8,684,978 doses total through May 3:
First/single doses: 5,427,753 administered; second doses:
3,548,102 administered.Numbers by county as of May
3Bucks County: 58,791cases and 1,252 deathsChester
County: 39,343 cases and 777 deathsDelaware County:
50,743 cases and 1,336 deathsLehigh County: 38,386 cases
and 837 deathsMontgomery County: 68,241 cases and
1,663 deathsNorthampton County: 34,674 cases and 694
deathsPhiladelphia: 142,965 cases and 3,496 deathsData
dashboard: County-speciZc information and a statewide
map >>
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Acting Physician General visits
Bryce Jordan Center Vaccination
Site, encourages college students
to get vaccinatedPennsylvania Department of Health Acting
Physician General Dr. Denise Johnson today
visited the Bryce Jordan Center Vaccination Site in
Centre County to address vaccine hesitancy and
encourage college students to get vaccinated
before the semester ends. “As we see more people
get vaccinated, we want to continue educating
residents about the importance of getting a
COVID-19 vaccine,” Dr. Johnson said. “We are
encouraging students to take advantage of local
vaccination sites on or near their college campus
so they can protect themselves, their families,
friends and loved ones from COVID-19, before
returning home at the end of the semester. Our
need to get people vaccinated is a race against the
spread of COVID-19 and its variants, some of
which are extremely contagious. We need to
vaccinate all Pennsylvanians to prevent the further
spread of this virus.” Dr. Johnson’s visit to the
Bryce Jordan Center vaccination site is another
effort to educate individuals about the vaccine and
help address their concerns. This location
provides a unique opportunity for students
because they can choose the single-shot Johnson
& Johnson vaccine or the two-dose Moderna
vaccine. “We believe that good information will
help people make good decisions,” Dr. Johnson
continued. “We recognize that it is critical for us to
meet people where they are. We are working with
local county leaders, ineuencers, medical
professionals, and trusted messengers to ensure
that our efforts represent the diversity of our
communities as well as to provide the hyper local
approach to addressing anyone’s concerns about
the vaccine.” College students returning home
prior to receiving their second vaccine dose of a
two-dose series should work with a provider in
their community to get that second dose at the
appropriate time, which will ensure they are fully
vaccinated. Students should state that they cannot
return to the same provider because of logistical
challenges and remember to bring their
vaccination card with them to their second dose
appointment. The vaccines are not
interchangeable, you must get the same vaccine
(Moderna or PZzer) for each of the two doses in
the series. To get the most protection, you must
get both doses. The department is encouraging
vaccine providers to work with college students
and others who may need to get vaccines in two
different locations to ensure they are fully
vaccinated. Beginning this week, providers will no
longer be required to order a speciZc number of
second doses of vaccine for administration.
Instead, they will order a total number of doses
they expect to administer as Zrst or second doses.
This will ensure providers have the vaccine they
need for scheduled appointments and second
dose requests.

COVID-19 BRIEFSCOVID-19 BRIEFS

OPINION AND EDITORIALOPINION AND EDITORIAL

Don’t discount the importance of local
elections to our lives
On May 18, we will have the opportunity to vote in the Municipal Primar…

COLUMNSCOLUMNS

Camille Granito Mancuso: Chatterbox --
Ordinary today, extraordinary tomorrow
Spending time in other people’s company is something rare these days …

CB East baseball regains footing with 2 wins

Last Thursday’s battle of Zrst-place teams – CB East in
the SOL Colonial and Bensalem in the SOL Patriot – was
played in football weather and resulted in a football score.
Every Owl starter walked or was hit by pitch in the 14-0
Bensalem shutout on a frigid, windy day. Although Greg
Phelan and Logan Young homered for Bensalem, the
storyline was uncharacteristic East wildness. Owl twirler
Matt McShane yielded three hits; East leadoff hitter Jack
Nugent got one of them on a leadoff double. “We’ve faced
a lot of good arms,” Nugent said. “He had a nice fastball
that runs. With the wind and the cold, it doesn’t help the
pitcher or the batter yet he commanded his fastball well
and had a good curve ball.” East pitchers averaged 4.5
walks/hit batsmen per game in their other nine contests.
Anyone connected with the Patriot program correctly saw
Bensalem as an outlier. “We know what happened today.
We struggled to throw strikes and that hasn’t been the
case,” explained Patriots skipper Kyle Dennis. “Today was
a blip in the radar. We’re thankful it’s happening in April
and not in district playoffs. Our guys will be Zne. “We’re
back at work tomorrow in a nonleague game so we’ll give
some guys some opportunities,” Dennis continued. “We’ve
got to get healthy. We have a couple of guys who are out
right now that are important to this team and guys have
stepped up to do a great job in their absence.” The
Patriots did bounce back the next day, topping SpringZeld
8-2. Freshman Reece Moody doubled in his second
straight game and Max McGrady fanned eight Spartans in
three innings. East is batting .312 as a team. Nugent’s
nine extra base hits and 21 RBIs pace East. Sophomore
Joey Wilga’s 10 RBIs and McGrady’s six extra base hits
rank second. Senior third baseman Tony Rossi has driven
in seven Patriots. “We can string together hits,” Nugent
said. “We usually don’t do a lot of small ball but when it
comes down to that, we can. We have a lot of guys who
can put the ball in the gaps and hit the ball hard. What
really Zres this team is when someone hits the ball hard,
which a lot of guys can. That gets us going.” The Patriots
allowed only 16 runs in their Zrst eight non-Bensalem
games. Their ace is junior Duke commit Aiden Weaver,
who has 40 strikeouts in 21 innings. “He can hit mid 90s.
He pitches 88-91, which is rare for a high school junior,”
Dennis noted. “He has a devastating changeup and he has
a slider. You can have a high school pitcher with those
three pitches, and he can be very good. When you add
‘plus velocity,’ it is real challenging. “We have a collection
of very good arms that when we’re healthy, it can be pretty
special and pretty fun,” Dennis concluded. “We have a
really good bond this year,” feels senior pitcher Blake
Wiegers. “We all talk a lot during practice. We’re all hyping
each other up during games. That deZnitely helps to keep
the energy going. It keeps pitchers motivated to keep
throwing strikes.” Wiegers was a bright spot against
Bensalem. The 6-foot-3 senior struck out three in 1.2
shutout innings of emergency relief duty. “I think when
you’re down that big, it’s really important to come in and
just throw strikes,” Wiegers said. “I wasn’t trying to do
anything crazy: just get us out of this.” After Monday’s 20-
6 win over Council Rock North behind Nugent’s two
homers and four more RBIs from Moody, East entered
press time 8-2 (3-1 SOL Colonial) tied for Zrst in their
division.

CB East head coach bids farewell to Zeld hockey program

For many coaches, going out on a high note is the ideal
way to exit a program. Meghan Spratt actually achieved
that. Spratt stepped down as the head coach of the
Central Bucks East Zeld hockey team after leading the
Patriots to the 2020 District One Class 3A title and a bid in
the PIAA tournament. “My youngest daughter, Phia
(Mannino), is a senior this year and she’ll be playing at
Penn State in the fall,” Spratt said. “I don’t know what the
future holds for her as a freshman at a top program, but I
did want the freedom to be able to go and watch her play
if she has an impact. “It’s very exciting for me because I
played for Penn State for coach Char Morett and now Phia
will be playing for her as well. “My two older children also
go to Penn State. Isabelle (Mannino) will be a senior in the
fall and my son Dominic (Mannino) will be a junior, so this
will be the only year that all three of my kids are in college
at the same time, and at the same school. I still have a lot
of friends and former teammates who live in that area, so
I’m looking forward to visiting and spending time there.”
But that didn’t make it easy for her to say goodbye to the
program she has been a part of for eight years, Zve as an
assistant and the last three as the head coach. “It’s so
hard to leave the team,” she said. “That’s been the hardest
part. Each year I get so attached to all the players and this
year was so special because we won the district. “We had
an abbreviated season last year due to COVID and I don’t
think anyone understood how dikcult that was. Yes, it
was easier on some levels but at the same time there was
the pressure of having to win every game to keep season
alive. There was no margin for error, and that made it so
much more dikcult. “In previous seasons, you could lose
a game or two in the tournament and still advance to
states, but this year you had to win every game to move
on. Our girls had the resilience to go ahead and win those
games and get to states and I think that shows so much
character. “I deZnitely feel as though I’m leaving on a high
note, but I also feel that there’s unZnished business. Every
year I always told the team to go after a state
championship and I still feel that is a possibility for them.”
The Patriots Znished the 2020 campaign 13-2 overall, and
9-1 in the Suburban One League Colonial Division, their
Zfth consecutive league title. Spratt’s career record was
49-11 overall as the head coach. She led CB East to the
state tournament twice, reaching the quarterZnals in 2018
and bowing out in the Zrst round last season. She is a
1993 graduate of Central Bucks West, where she played
basketball and softball in addition to Zeld hockey. An All-
American at Penn State, she graduated in 1998 with a
degree in art and architecture and a minor in psychology.
She is an interior designer. “Her youngest daughter is
graduating and she wants to watch her play in college,” CB
East athletic director John Reading said. “I can certainly
understand that. Any parent can understand that. “We will
certainly miss her here at Central Bucks East. The job is
posted and we will hopefully get some good applicants
and start interviewing soon.” The job is posted on the
district website, cbsd.org, under Human Resources. Spratt
hasn’t ruled out the thought of someday returning to the
sidelines. “My assistant coach, Lori Ierubino, and I have
talked about that,” she said. “We really get along well
together and down the road I would deZnitely consider
coaching again, especially with her. I don’t know if that
would be coaching club, high school or even college, but I
think I would like to get back into it.” While she’s no longer
at the helm, she will still be rooting for the Patriots. “I’ll
deZnitely go to their games, but I’ll just be spectator,” she
said.

Boys Volleyball: Quakertown triumphs over CB South

Central Bucks South and Quakertown met for the second
time this season Tuesday in Quakertown. In their Zrst
match, Quakertown defeated CB South, 3-1, and the
Panthers again triumphed this time around by 3-1 deZcit.
Between the two matches, there has been change in both
programs on various levels. Quakertown has managed to
elevate itself to a 6-6 record, while CB South has remained
winless with a 0-14 mark. Yet, there is a common bond
shared by both programs – youth and inexperience. “We
are relatively inexperienced,” said Quakertown head coach
Andy Snyder. “Prior to this season, only one player had
varsity experience. With that being said, we are extremely
happy with the results so far.” Snyder acknowledged the
efforts of seniors Jared Leatherman and Jeff Sinsel along
with juniors Micah Reinford and Zander Marks to help
create a learning environment. Leatherman and Reinford
led the team with 80 kills. Against CB South Tuesday
evening, Leatherman had 13 kills, one ace, one block and
eight digs; Reinford had 13 kills, 1 bock and nine digs;
Marks had six kills, three blocks, two aces and Zve digs;
and Sinsel had two kills, two blocks, two aces and Zve
digs. Senior Brett Musselman had one kill and three digs,
and Kurt Glaeser had six digs. “These guys are leading the
team offensively,” said Snyder. “They are making steady
contributions and helping to set the pace. “They are doing
a great job and have stepped up.” Snyder also has been
pleased with the steady play of junior setter Cody Steiert
who has topped more than 200 assists this season.
Steiert had 31 assists, three kills, one block, one ace and
three digs Tuesday night. With six matches left, Snyder
sees his team in the mix for a postseason bid. The
Panthers have buoyed among the seventh, eighth and
ninth spot in the district rankings this season. “We are
more than halfway through the season,” Snyder said. “We
know that the top 10 teams in the district qualify for the
playoffs. The teams that can improve and grow
throughout the season will end up on top. We think we can
be one of them.” “Our goal is to be one of the top 10
teams the rest of the season. At CB South, head coach
Matt Ehlers realizes the situation but has also maintained
expectations. “I think we have underachieved a little,” said
Ehlers. “Our record doesn’t indicate how good we are as a
team. “We did graduate the entire varsity team last year,
and I knew this would be a down year. I expected some
early-season struggles, but I also thought we could win a
handful of games. “We thought we were going to have a
good season last year, but it never came to fruition. That
really hurt us.” Ehlers has been impressed with Zrst-year
senior Vladyslav Bordia, who has been steady in the role
of libero. “With him being in his Zrst year, I didn’t know
what to expect,” said Ehlers. “He has really played well
and exceeded expectations.” Ehlers also has appreciated
the efforts of senior outside hitter Robert Coleman and
junior middle hitter Chris Kline. Freshman William Tantum
has been a pleasant surprise in his roles as libero and
outside hitter. “Coleman has really stepped up as a
leader,” said Ehlers. “Kline leads us in blocks and he is
looking to play in college next year.” “Tantum has done a
solid job stepping into the lineup as a freshman.” Despite
having the postseason out of the picture, Ehlers envisions
his club staying competitive down the stretch. “We’ll keep
working,” he said. “We have a young team that is going to
get better. We still can win some games.”

Quakertown starting to Znd its identity

Quakertown head baseball coach Jon Pallone had some
concerns about his team’s transition after a missed
season, though he wasn’t overly worried. He just had to be
patient. The Panthers brought back an experienced lineup
with Lehigh recruit catcher Justin Butler and future
Chestnut Hill Grikn Trevor Hurst, along with shortstop Ty
Everitt to help set the pace. For the Panthers, it primarily
was just Znding a way to reset their identity on and off the
Zeld. “We lost the experience of last year’s seniors
passing down what they learned and experienced to the
juniors,” said Pallone. “It really was a cultural difference,
and most teams go through it. “We are teaching now for
the second year in a row. We are prepared as we can be
with the Xs and Os. We had some people in different
positions, but we’re settled now. It comes down to them
reacting to what we are trying to get them to do. “We
started slower than anticipated, but we believe we are
headed in the right direction.” The Panthers began this
week with an overall 4-4 record, and they had their game
at Tennent canceled Monday. A few days earlier, they
routed SpringZeld Montco, 16-4, to register their largest
offensive output of the season. Pallone sees that victory
as a sign of natural progression after his team began the
year with dikcult losses to Pennsbury (11-1) and
Plymouth Whitemarsh (6-1). “We wanted to play some
very good teams at the start of the season,” he noted. “It
would give us a good idea of where we were, and how we
could move ahead. That was a good early test for us.” His
team responded with a pair of 10-7 wins over Upper
Dublin and Hatboro-Horsham sandwiched between a 7-5
loss to Wissahickon. Beginning with Upper Moreland
Wednesday, the Panthers will have their Znal eight games
over a 21-day period. “We know it will be busy, but we
believe we have reached a point where these guys can
adapt,” he said. “You can see how we have made
progress.” Hurst has anchored the staff, and Pallone will
look to senior Tyler Neilson, sophomore Vinny Pelligrini,
and senior Anthony Rostick to help bolster the mound
efforts. “The upperclassmen have thrown before, and
Vinny Pellegrini has become a big-time player for us,” said
Pallone. “We have done a better job at throwing strikes as
our strike-to-ball ratio has gone up from around 50 to
close to 70.” Hurst has noticed a more settling presence
that can transcend further. “We got off to a slow start and
couldn’t Zgure things out,” he said. “People were moving
to different positions. But these past two weeks, we’ve
really turned it around and came out with a different
energy than we did at the start of the season. “I see the
second half of the season for us to be able to win games
and land us in the playoffs.” Freshman Justin Butler has
been the most versatile player on the team playing
multiple positions, and has been among the biggest
surprises. Junior Chris Petrillo has been elevated from JV,
and he also has made an impact. In the end, though,
Pallone remains conZdent that his club can return to the
postseason for the fourth consecutive season. The
Panthers are back in the Liberty Division of the Suburban
One League. “Our seniors are hungry to come back and
get back to the district playoffs with their eye on states,”
said Pallone. “They lost the opportunity last year, and they
want to make their mark. “We have the team and the
chemistry. We’ll be all right.”

Inexperienced New Hope molding into shape in SOL

If there’s one thing you can say about COVID-19 pandemic
and its effect on high school athletics is that it’s tough to
knock the rust off when you haven’t played a sport in two
seasons. Add to that a jump to a larger, more competitive
league and you’ve created a huge hurdle for any squad to
overcome. “We have no kids who play travel (ball) and our
players last picked a ball up in May 2019 so our kids are
playing catch-up,” stated New Hope-Solebury head coach
Chris Marchok. That doesn’t stop the girls who suit up for
Lions’ softball, who have made the switch from the
Bicentennial Athletic League (BAL) to the Suburban One
League (SOL). With wins over SOL Liberty Conference
rivals SpringZeld and Cheltenham, New Hope is 2-2 in its
division and 2-6 overall after last Friday’s battle with
Liberty Conference rival Plymouth Whitemarsh (PW).
“Overall, the team is doing their best and we’re getting
better,” stated NH-S junior Ciara Carter. “Every game, we
can see improvement in ourselves and as a team. “It’s all
about having fun, I think.” Carter was the Lions’ third
baseman two years ago as a freshman but she’s had to
learn a new role behind the plate. Former catcher/inZelder
Elsie Jones graduated in 2020 along with pitcher
Samantha Elser, inZelder Brianna Wilkinson and outZelder
Sabrina Vlahovic, now playing women’s basketball at
Plymouth State University. Four starters in the duel with
the Colonials never played softball before this season
including outZelders Willa Darrow and Helen Knapp along
with designated hitter Mycayla Canlas. “We’ve worked
really, really hard to get these kids up to speed and these
girls are busting their tails,” the coach commented.
“They’re doing their best; that’s what we stress. It’s all
about them giving 100 percent of what they can give.”
After getting shut out by Renaissance Academy Charter in
its opener, New Hope hosted its Zrst league contest April
7 vs. SpringZeld. The Lions went into the Znal frame with
a 13-8 lead only to see the Spartans stage a four-run rally.
With the tying run on third base, Zrst baseman Emily
Primavera made a shoestring catch of a foul ball directly
in front of the visiting dugout and mere inches from being
out of play. Diving to make the catch, the junior inZelder
squeezed the ball in the web of her glove, looking up at
the umpire to make the call. Instead, the okcial waited
and the players paused while on-looking spectators –
from both sides – held their collective breath. As soon as
she could, Primavera grabbed the ball with her free hand
and only then did the okcial signal the Znal out of the ball
game, securing New Hope’s Zrst win of the season by a
score of 13-12. Senior shortstop Erin Firth led the Lions
offensively, hitting 3-for-3 with a walk and three RBIs.
Carter contributed, going 2-for-4 including a bases-
clearing double with three RBIs and three runs scored.
Primavera was also 2-for-4 with an RBI double and three
runs scored. Pitcher Maria D’Agostino tossed a complete
game, striking out Zve batters and allowing just two
earned runs. At the plate, she helped her cause with a pair
of hits including an RBI triple. D’Agostino and New Hope
picked up their second win of the season April 14 at
Cheltenham. The junior right-hander tossed another
complete game, allowing just three hits in an 11-1 victory
for the Lions. “Maria is doing really well; I’m very proud of
her,” stated Primavera. “She’s just a beast on the pitcher’s
mound. She’s our only pitcher and she brings a lot of
heart.” Leading 6-1, New Hope ended the game with a Zve-
run outburst in the Zfth inning. Again, Firth led the Lions’
offense, recording three hits and four RBIs. Second
baseman Grace Lovrinic also chipped in with three runs
scored. Things went the opposite direction April 23 in a
nonleague pairing with PW. D’Agostino escaped the Zrst
inning with no damage, leaving runners stranded at every
base when she induced a 6-4 force at second base. But
the Colonials recorded Zve runs in each of the second and
third innings then went through the batting order twice in
a 13-run fourth frame to prevail 24-0. Hitting for extra
bases in the game were PW pitcher Molly Moore (two-run
double), centerZelder Talia Carr (two-run triple), second
baseman Carly Rosenberger (three-run triple), third
baseman Lauryn Kane (two-run HR), Molly Lynch (2B), Zrst
baseman Hannah Suh (4-for-5, 2B, 2B) and Samantha
Radzwilka (two-run triple). Moore recorded the win in the
circle for the Colonials after tossing three hitless innings.
D’Agostino broke up PW’s attempt at a no-hitter when she
opened the home fourth with a single to centerZeld off
relief pitcher Julie Price. Defensively, New Hope
committed just a pair of errors in the Zrst three innings
but posted four mistakes in the Znal frame. “I think
everyone is doing well,” stated Carter. “We’re all a little
rusty because we didn’t have a season last year but
everyone is improving really fast and making up for lost
time.” “We still have a lot of games to go and I’m sure we’ll
get way better,” added Primavera. A living, breathing
example of the type of improvement Primavera speaks of
is Firth. Firth just started playing softball two years ago
but she’s blossomed into the Lions’ best hitter.
Defensively, she’s pretty good with the glove at shortstop.
Athletically, she also plays Zeld hockey and ice hockey.
And academically, she’s been accepted for admission at
the Air Force Academy. CenterZelder Sophie Farina is a
standout in soccer and rightZelder Knapp is a top tennis
player at New Hope-Solebury.
stevesherman222@gmail.com @stevesherman222 on
Twitter
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Softball: Quakertown wins fourth straight
With four freshmen in the starting lineup, you might say Quakertown is …

New Hope-Solebury seniors are National Merit Znalists

Two New Hope-Solebury School District students, Owen
Nettles and Daniel Scanlon, were distinguished as
National Merit Scholarship Znalists in the 66th annual
National Merit Scholarship Program. Nettles and Scanlon
join the 7,600 students selected among 1.2 million juniors
representing 21,000 schools nationally to receive National
Merit honors. For Nettles, “the recognition that comes
with being a National Merit Znalist is something special.”
He has devoted much of his time in New Hope-Solebury
High School to his coursework and to running track,
through which he has formed strong friendships and
helped build a tight-knit team. The runners have
developed their own traditions, one of his favorites being
their journeys to various local landmarks, a tradition they
call “Adventure Running.” Nettles’ time on the track team
and experiences managing shin splints have also driven
his interest in orthopedics, which he plans to examine
further at the University of Notre Dame with a potential
major in physics or engineering. Scanlon plans to attend
the University of Pennsylvania’s College of digital media
design and to pursue an interdisciplinary degree, one that
allows him to apply the social sciences, Zne arts, and
humanities to computer science. Throughout his high
school experience, he has challenged himself with his
coursework and explored his passions for music as a
bassoonist and for theater as a leading member of the
New Hope-Solebury School District’s theater troupe, Mask
and Zany.

‘Graphic Design 2021’ highlights talents of Penn College
seniors

The artistic talents of 21 graphic design seniors at
Pennsylvania College of Technology, including Joey
Morrin of Morrisville and Alexandria Wood of Easton, will
be showcased in “Graphic Design 2021,” the annual
student portfolio exhibition in The Gallery at Penn
College. Running through May 7, the exhibit can be viewed
in person at the gallery, which is open 2 to 8 p.m. on
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Wednesdays and Fridays. The students will celebrate
their exhibition in a private reception with graphic design
faculty members. The annual portfolio exhibition displays
the best design, illustration and web design work of
graphic design students in their Znal semester of study at
Penn College. The show gives students a chance to
present their work in marketing, branding, advertising and
design to industry professionals and the community.
Graphic Design 2021 will also be available in a virtual
format after April 30 on the graphic design program’s
website: pctgraphicdesign.com.
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CB East teacher selected to novel
endeavor
Ananya Siragavarapu, Student WriterOur world comes with many spect…

Easton Farmers Market opens for 269th season

The debut of the Easton Farmers’ Market (EFM), a
program of the nonproZt Greater Easton Development
Partnership, is only a few days away. As in 2020, EFM,
presented by Capital Blue, will be located at Scott Park,
along Larry Holmes Drive. Moving from its Centre Square
home allows for a more spacious, outdoor area, with free
parking available in the two lots adjacent to Scott Park.
Opening day for the 269th season will be May 1, and the
market will continue 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays from May
to December in that location. Opening day ceremonies will
begin at 9:30 a.m. “During this last year our market proved
its vital role in supplying fresh food to the community in a
direct distribution channel from grower to customer. Our
farmers met the challenges of 2020, and we’re proud to
support them,” said Megan McBride, director-Easton
Market District. “We also want to thank our shoppers, both
loyal and new...” Masks will be required and social
distancing will be encouraged in the shopping area. Hand
sanitizer will be available at all vendor locations. Well-
behaved dogs will be welcome. Reusable shopping bags
are encouraged. The market will introduce a new Market
Rewards system where customers can get a coupon for
an exclusive discount or freebie that’s good that day at a
participating Downtown Easton business. Supplies will be
limited, with only 100 coupons available at the market’s
Info and Welcome tents. The select business will be
announced in the weekly e-update. Sign up at:
eastonfarmersmarket.com/newsletter. “Our hope is that
the EFM Market Rewards connects our riverfront to the
more than 40 storefronts in Downtown Easton and
encourages our customers to make Saturday their
shopping day,” McBride said. Live music, a dining area and
special events will return for the 2021 market season.
Vendors accept cash, credit, Venmo, PayPal, checks and
EBT. Visit eastonfarmersmarket.com for online ordering
information for participating vendors. The market is also
promoting “pedal power” and encouraging customers to
bike ride to the market. “Since we are literally located
along the D&L Trail, we want to better accommodate
cyclists so we’re now offering a bike valet and a
supervised bike corral,” McBride said.
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Susan S. Yeske: Recipe of the Week —
Fresh from the fields at local farmers
markets
With spring’s warm weather comes the return of our favorite weekly out…

Riverside Symphonia presents virtual spring concert with
Elizabeth Pitcairn

As part of the Riverside Symphonia’s 31st season, the
symphony will once again keep its spring concert tradition
alive with “Vivaldi Meets Gershwin,” available on its
YouTube channel starting May 1 for free as a gift to the
community. Famed violinist Elizabeth Pitcairn will bring
her Stradivarius, known throughout the world as “The Red
Violin,” and join the Riverside Symphonia Chamber
Orchestra for a presentation of works by Vivaldi and
Gershwin. The concert will highlight the presentation of
the “Spring Concerto,” which is a continuation of the
Riverside Symphonia’s performance of Vivaldi’s “Four
Seasons” that began at the Virtual Winter Concert with the
“Winter Concerto.” Works by Gershwin will follow, along
with a tango piece from the Zlm “Scent of a Woman” and
“Plink, Plunk, Plank,” which is a sight to behold as the
orchestra will play with no bows. “This concert will surely
provide a magniZcent representation of the Riverside
Symphonia’s power to captivate the imagination and
illustrate the magic of music.” “As with our last virtual
concert, we have to continue to foster our over 30-year
music tradition in the Lambertville/New Hope area,
despite the performance restrictions still in place because
of the pandemic,” said Paul Kuhl, chair of the Riverside
Symphonia Board. “This free concert is our gift to the
community, but we also hope to pick up some donations if
people are moved by the music and want it to continue
during this very dikcult time. Put simply, we need our
audience to donate to us more than ever.” Riverside
Symphonia Music Director Mariusz Smolij noted, “The
uplifting qualities of spring will envelop the audience
through the works we are presenting, and with Elizabeth
Pitcairn providing such a powerful and mesmerizing
performance, the program creates something we need
right now, a musical adventure for the spirit, which is an
experience not to be missed. “Vivaldi Meets Gershwin”
will be available starting noon Saturday, May 1, on the
Riverside Symphonia’s YouTube Channel, Facebook Page,
and website. Visit riversidesymphonia.org for information
about the orchestra and elizabethpitcairn.com to learn
more about the soloist. This presentation of the Riverside
Symphonia Senior Outreach Program is supported by a
charitable contribution from Janssen Pharmaceuticals,
Inc., and the New Jersey State Council on the Arts.

Pride Celebration includes “Queer Icons” on display in
Lambertville and New Hope

The Greater Lambertville Chamber of Commerce and New
Hope Celebrates History present, courtesy of ArtYard,
“Queer Icons: Pioneers,” an exhibition featuring the works
of artist, performer, and activist Silky Shoemaker. ArtYard
commissioned Shoemaker to construct 10 life-size
plywood portraits of monumental Zgures from the LGBTQ
community in the spring of 2019 and in 2020, 10
additional LGBTQ icons. “The icons I picked out,”
Shoemaker said, “are from a nearly endless lineage of
incredible contenders. Those I picked stand out to me for
their contributions to society and culture as artists,
activists, writers, and visionaries. “They were pioneers in
their respective Zelds – civil rights activists, drag
performers, dancers, arbiters of rock and roll, baseball
players, roral designers, writers, Zlm directors, and
producers.” The “Queer Icons: Pioneers” exhibition will be
shown in its entirety in Lambertville. N.J., and New Hope
during the month of May as part of the Pride Celebration.
Ten icons will be displayed in store windows on both
sides of the river. The icons include Pauli Murray, Lou
Sullivan, Flawless Sabrina, Sister Rosetta Tharpe,
Constance Spry, Dorothy Arzner, Glenn Burke, Ellis Haizlip,
Willi Ninja and Jeanne Cordóva, Gladys Bentley, Langston
Hughes, Essex Hemphill, Agnes Martin, Dorian Corey,
Leslie Feinberg, Barbara Jordan, Bayard Rustin, Esquerita
and Pat Parker. For information and a map of locations,
visit lambertvillechamber.com/queer-icons-pioneers/.

Terhune Orchards offers high-rying fun on Kite Day

Kite Day is an annual tradition to welcome spring at
Terhune Orchards, 330 Cold Soil Road, Princeton, N.J. The
soaring spring festival, this year from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
May 1 and 2, is a perfect time to explore the farm during
one of its most beautiful seasons. Children can use their
imaginations to make and decorate their own kites.
Terhune uses a kite design that is guaranteed to ry.
Choose from a colorful assortment of pre-made kits or
bring your favorite kite from home. There will be a rainbow
of colors in every shape and size roating through the air
above Terhune’s orchards. Listen to the sounds of country
music from noon to 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, featuring
the local bands Tookeny Creek and ALBO. Take a pony
ride. Join in the fun of old-fashioned games and children’s
activities in the barnyard and get to know some of the
barnyard animals. Hungry kite riers will Znd farm fresh
lunch and snacks at Pam’s Food Tent. Adults can enjoy a
visit to the Wine Orchard where tasting rights, wine by the
glass and wine slushie will be available. There is free
parking at the farm. Admission to the festival area is $10,
age 3 and up. All entry to the farm, including winery and
farm store, must be purchased in advance with online
timed admission tickets at
terhuneorchards.ticketspice.com/kite-day. For
information call 609-924-2310 or visit Terhune Orchards
online.
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Music Mountain Theatre parties down
with 70s revue
John Dwyer I lived in Steve Rubell’s building and could dance. Mark, the…

Phillips’ Mill art talk features Michener chief curator

Phillips’ Mill will present Laura Turner Igoe, chief curator
at the James A. Michener Art Museum in Doylestown, at 5
p.m. Sunday, May 2, in a Zoom Art Talk with Laura
Womack, chair of this year’s Art Show. The topic will be
the Modernist painters’ role in the Phillips’ Mill tradition.
The Phillips’ Mill Art Show has run continuously since
1929 and was started by the Pennsylvania Impressionist
painters, who have gained most of the publicity. However,
Igoe points out that, “Phillip’s Mill was an incredibly
important social and intellectual hub for Pennsylvania
Impressionist painters in the early 20th century, but the
Community Association also exhibited and supported
Modernist artists, which a quick browse of the list of
artists exhibiting in the inaugural 1929 annual exhibition
makes clear.” Since Igoe’s 2019 arrival at the Michener,
she has led several exhibits including “Rising Tides:
Contemporary Art and The Ecology of Water.” The exhibit
was organized to commemorate the 50th anniversary of
Earth Day and featured work by contemporary artists from
Bucks County and the greater Philadelphia region that are
investigating the effects of global warming. Igoe
specializes in American art and material culture of the
19th century and has worked at the Harvard Art Museum,
Princeton University Art Museum, and the Philadelphia
Museum of Art. Art Talk Moderator Laura Womack hosted
her own syndicated show in Virginia before joining WAMU
in Washington, D.C., where she also contributed to NPR.
Womack became involved in the arts while living in
Singapore, where she worked as a docent and developed
an interest in textiles. Today, she is a weaver as well as
chair of the Phillips’ Mill Art Show Committee. To join the
Art Talk, which is free, register at phillipsmill.org. A link
will then be emailed to you.

AOY Art Center’s third Members Spotlight set to open

AOY Art Center, 949 Mirror Lake Road, Yardley, opens the
third and Znal session of its spring Members Spotlight
Show. The Members Spotlight Show - Session 3 exhibition
showcases the work of seven of the most recognizable
and sought after Bucks County artists, but only for the
next three weeks. They are: Laura Brandt, photography;
Larry Chestnut, oils, realism; Anne Gannon, encaustic,
landscapes; Susan Gilli, oil and cold wax, abstracts; Lara
Ginzburg, enameled jewelry; David Meadow, acrylics,
realism; and Pat Proniewski, oils, rorals and landscapes.
See their art and meet the artists in the AOY Gallery from
April 30 to May 16, between noon and 5 p.m. Fridays,
Saturdays and Sundays or anytime online at
aoyartcenter.org as of April 30. All AOY Art Center shows
are open to the public and there is no fee to visit the
gallery. Art purchases can be made online and AOY will
make appointments for you to pick up the art at the
center, curbside if desired. All art purchases need to be
picked up by May 23. AOY Art Center is located just off
the Route 295 and 332 interchange in Lower
MakeZeld/Yardley on the Patterson Farm. All art is for
sale and proceeds beneZts the local artists and the AOY
Art Center, a nonproZt local art organization.

ArtYard opening new 21,000-square-foot art center

ArtYard, a nonproZt contemporary art center and
residency is set to open its newly completed 21,000
square foot home with two roors of exhibition space, and
a 162 seat state-of-the-art theater. The interdisciplinary
art center is located at 13 Front St., Frenchtown, N.J. With
the inauguration of its new art center at 10:15 a.m.
Saturday, May 1, ArtYard aims to create a welcoming
communal resource and deploy the power of art to
unsettle, engage, bridge divides and occasion moments of
arresting beauty. Three major exhibitions per year anchor
a program of related offerings in theater, poetry, dance,
music and Zlm, as well as idiosyncratic communal
celebrations such as ArtYard’s Hatch, a New Orleans
inspired parade of giant birds. An artists residency
program is also in development and will launch in 2022
with an inaugural collaboration with the Baryshnikov Art
Center in New York. Architects Ed Robinson and William
Welch collaborated on the design of the new building,
embedding a sophisticated modern art center within a
structure that respects the architectural idioms of a once
industrial town, at the site of the former egg hatchery,
Kerr’s Chickeries. ArtYard’s Managing Director Kandy
Ferree, with assistance from architectural advisor Bob
Hsu, managed the project with builders William S. Cumby.
“The opening of ArtYard’s new space will be the most
signiZcant economic catalyst Frenchtown has seen in
decades. It will serve as a treasured arts and cultural
resource for our community, Hunterdon County and New
Jersey, attracting both visitors and permanent residents
that will in turn beneZt local businesses, restaurants and
the overall vitality of Frenchtown,” said Mayor Brad Myhre.
ArtYard originally launched in 2016, announcing its
presence by hatching a rock of giant bird puppets out of a
14 foot tall welded steel egg at the then derelict former
egg hatchery. Since this inaugural Hatch parade, ArtYard
has operated out of a nearby warehouse in Frenchtown at
62A Trenton Ave., offering a wide variety of programs.
“We named ourselves ArtYard. We wanted to be an
ordinary public place, a yard in lieu of a museum, where
art is invented, ideas exchanged, relationships forged. We
wanted to demystify art, to invite different communities to
collaborate, and we committed ourselves to the notion
that creative collaboration is a critical component of civic
life,” said Executive Director Jill Kearney, describing
Kearney’s and ArtYard Artistic Director Elsa Mora’s vision
for ArtYard at its founding. ArtYard’s inaugural year in the
new space will feature two major art exhibitions: “Girl You
Want,” opening May 1, a meditation on the gendering and
racialization of girlhood curated by J. Vanessa Lyon, and
“Going to the Meadow,” a collaborative installation curated
by Ulla Warchol and Robin Hill, in which teams of artists
working with the same original materials will reinvent the
exhibition repeatedly over a three-month span. The
coming year will also feature an outdoor installation of
monumental sculptures by South African artist Ledelle
Moe, and a program of artists talks, performances,
workshops and Zlms predicated on the theme of “A Year
of Mending.” ArtYard’s Ribbon Cutting Ceremony and the
opening of “Girl You Want” will take place Saturday, May
1st at 10:30 a.m. Learn more at artyard.org.

Doylestown Arts Festival calls for artists

With health and safety concerns at the forefront, plans are
well under way for the 2021 Doylestown Arts Festival to
be held 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sept. 11 and 12. Festival
organizers are accepting independent artist applications
online through May 7. Participating artists will have the
opportunity to showcase their handmade works at the
juried art festival that will celebrate its 30th year on the
historic streets of the Doylestown Borough. In addition to
artist displays, the outdoor event will highlight live
demonstrations and music. As supporting independent
and small businesses is more important than ever, the
free festival is a wonderful opportunity for locals and
visitors to experience Doylestown’s close-knit business
community and the region’s robust art community. Efforts
are being made to accommodate best practices regarding
health concerns for participants and attendees, including
additional spacing to allow for social distancing and
hand-washing/sanitizing stations. The Doylestown Arts
Festival is made possible by a small volunteer committee
of Discover Doylestown and is presented by the
Thompson Organization. For information, visit
dtownartsfestival.com.
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Phillips’ Mill Art Exhibition chooses its
signature image
The 92nd annual Phillips’ Mill Juried Art Exhibition promises to be one …

Jeffrey Vitt: Financial Journeys – Retail is reimagined with
circular design, green packaging

Sustainability is catching on, from small startups making
green jeans to giant retailers making bold moves. “Every
time you spend money, you’re casting a vote for the kind
of world you want.” These words, from Small Planet
Institute founder Anna Lappé, encapsulate the modern
challenge before the retail industry – how to source,
manufacture, package and sell products that line up with
what consumers increasingly value: durable and eco-
friendly goods, produced and brought to market by people
paid a livable wage.More than 93% of consumers around
the globe expect brands to support social and
environmental issues, according to a Retail Industry
Leaders Association report. And they’re willing to pay a
premium for brands that align with their values – up to
20% more, according to the same report.“Companies are
realizing they need to improve their ESG (Environmental,
Social and Governance)scores, and it’s because they’re
Znding it provides a meaningful return,” says Matt
McClintock, a senior consumer research analyst for
Raymond James. The beneZts include saving money
through reduced packaging waste or energy use;
enhancing the Zrm’s brand by treating workers, customers
and suppliers well; and positioning the company for the
future through investments in alternative energy. Retail
sustainability programs have also been a rich source of
innovation in recent years. Here, we browse through a few
standout projects among retailers and consumer goods
companies.Futuristic fashionClothing has long been a
means of expression and a part of how we construct our
identity. So it’s a logical place for sustainability to take
root. The garments we wear against our skin are a very
personal choice – one with signiZcant environmental
impact. Clothing and footwear production is responsible
for 8% of global greenhouse gas emissions, according to
U.N. Zgures. One innovation that aims to shrink that
carbon footprint is Circular ID, an RFID tracking system
designed to make it easier for brands to recycle, repair
and resell fashion products. A chip in each garment would
allow us to toss our old shirts and shoes into the recycling
bin – scan the chip, and the materials can be
identiZed.Depending on the item’s condition, it could be
pulped and made into cleaning cloths or auto insulation,
or resold at thrift shops or increasingly popular resale
sites. H&M Group, Target and Microsoft have so far
signed on for the project, headed by fashion technology
company EON. Other companies, such as Nike and Ikea,
have developed circular design guides and processes to
reduce waste.Fashion manufacturing could also use a
green makeover. A single pair of blue jeans, for example,
takes nearly 2,000 gallons of water to produce, equal to
the amount the average person drinks over a seven-year
period. What’s more is that the indigo dyeing process
creates a signiZcant amount of wastewater, with polluting
substances like cyanide.Spanish denim mill Tejidos Royo
aims to change all of that with its waterless foam-dyeing
process, Dry Indigo. In development for nearly a decade,
the Dry Indigo method is now being used by brands
including Banana Republic and Wrangler to save water
and energy and reduce pollution.The big-box
revolutionWhen it comes to ESG, “everybody wants to be a
leader, nobody wants to go Zrst,” sustainability scholar
Robert Eccles told Harvard Business Review, pointing to
Novo Nordisk and Unilever as pioneers.That’s why it’s
good news that retail giants have increasingly embraced
sustainable practices, from Target’s ambitious plan to cut
emissions 30% by 2030 to Walmart’s Project Gigaton.
Both aim to decrease not only scope 1 and 2 emissions,
which include a retailer’s own stores and factories, but
also scope 3 emissions from suppliers. In this way, the
rising tide may lift all green projects.Their ESG efforts
aren’t limited to reducing their carbon footprint, however.

Eastburn and Gray observes MLK Day

Attorneys and staff from Eastburn and Gray observed the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day holiday by volunteering their
time to assemble 100 personal care kits for the food
pantry at the Family Service Association of Bucks County
(FSA). From left are Linda Stewart, Brenda Everitt, Mark
Cappuccio, a member of the Board of Governors of FSA;
Grace Deon, and JoAnn Zee.

Comcast rise accepting applications from BIPOC-owned
small businesses

Comcast announced Tuesday that since November, it has
selected 2,500 BIPOC-owned small businesses as RISE
recipients, and has committed to awarding 13,000 total
BIPOC small businesses with grants, technology
makeovers and marketing services by 2022. Comcast
RISE is a multi-year commitment to provide marketing,
creative, media and technology services to Black,
Indigenous and People of Color (BIPOC)-owned small
businesses – many of which were hit hardest by the
pandemic. Comcast RISE also announced a partnership
with Ureeka, an online platform for entrepreneurs, to
provide recipients with mentorship and resources. More
than 300 small business across Greater Philadelphia and
New Jersey have been selected to date: This includes
more than 30 small business from the Philadelphia
suburbs that have been awarded technology and
marketing resources from Comcast RISE – three of which
are from Bucks County. Businesses include Café Con
Leche, Metro Esports and USA Pharma Products. Silvia
Lucci of Café Con Leche in Newtown said, “It felt
exhilarating when I received the call that I had won the
Comcast RISE tech makeover. We have owned our
business for almost 25 years, and we were still using the
same equipment we had since we started. The tech
makeover will revolutionize our business and bring us into
the 21st century. It is beautiful when a large company like
Comcast cares for small businesses. Thank you so
much!” Comcast RISE, which stands for “Representation,
Investment, Strength and Empowerment,” is accepting
applications through May 7. Businesses can visit
comcastrise.com/apply/ to review the selection criteria
and apply for marketing consultations, media placements,
commercial creative production services, or technology
services.
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Encore Rides sponsors dental clinic
services
On April 8, local guided bike tour business Encore Rides adopted a day …

Gaudenzia launches new treatment model for stimulant
use disorder

With the help of a $10,000 grant from Today Inc., the
Bucks County Drug & Alcohol Commission, Inc. has
provided Bucks County treatment providers, including
Gaudenzia Lower Bucks, with training in response to
current drug trends. A key treatment provider, Gaudenzia
Lower Bucks, based in Bristol, okcially launches a
treatment model based on the training which aims at
stemming the surge in psycho-stimulant drugs, such as
methamphetamine and cocaine, that are sweeping
through Bucks County and the Philadelphia region. The
Matrix Model, developed by Clare Matrix, a California-
based treatment center, is being adopted by Gaudenzia
Lower Bucks to serve clients in its residential programs
with stimulant use disorder. Federally approved by
organizations such as the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), the model
emphasizes cognitive-behavioral therapy and motivational
therapy, which have shown to be especially effective for
those with stimulant use disorder. The model has been
used in the treatment of more than 6,000 cocaine and
2,500 methamphetamine users nationwide. Beginning this
month, Gaudenzia Lower Bucks is implementing the
model through Zve separate, but clinically-integrated
components: individual sessions, early recovery group
skills, relapse prevention groups, family education groups,
and social support groups. The components are
interwoven with specialized care to help those whose
addictions are tied to traumatic experiences avoid
triggers. Implementation of the Matrix Model comes as
use of psycho-stimulants are on the rise in Bucks County
due to a variety of factors, including COVID-19. People
who use stimulants as their primary drug of choice
accounted for nearly 20 percent of Gaudenzia Lower
Bucks’ client population as of the end of the 2020 Zscal
year. Sixty-six percent of the clients used opioids/opiates
primarily, and 14.7 percent use alcohol as their primary
choice. In Bucks County, fatal substance use overdoses
were on the rise again in 2020 after trending downward
during the previous two years, according to the Bucks
County Drug & Alcohol Commission, Inc. This can be
attributed to factors brought by COVID-19. Lea Harvey,
program director for Gaudenzia Lower Bucks, is conZdent
in the Matrix Model’s ability to not only treat clients, but
also help them avoid substance use for the long term.
“What’s great about the Matrix Model is that there’s such a

Bucks County Strong 5K returns with virtual format

YMCA of Bucks County will celebrate the Bucks 5K Series
and 25-plus years in Bucks County in a fun, virtual format
this year. The okcial race day of Bucks County Strong 5K
is May 16, but participants may run or walk their 5K
distance anytime between May 9 to 17, tracking time with
the running app of their choice. The top three male and
female Znishers will receive a YMCA duxe/gym bags.
Proceeds from the race will beneZt the Ys Operation
Compassion Recovery fund, beneZting the community
including Znancial assistance, homeless showers and
meals, and child care, and funded through the generosity
of donors. Series sponsors including Advanced Spine and
Sports Chiropractic, Fred Beans Family of Dealerships,
Marvic Supply, Bucks County Orthopedic Specialists,
Marshall Financial Group, Penn Community Bank, Bucks
County Road Runners, Jarrett Vaughan Builders, Mind
Your Design, Delaware Valley University and Doylestown
Healthy. In addition to series sponsors, YMCA of Bucks
County also acknowledges GMG for its support of the
2021 race. Race registration is now open on the Bucks 5K
Series website at ymcabucks.org/5k2021 and closes after
May 9. Bucks County Strong 5K race registration is $35 in
advance. For questions about the Bucks County Strong 5K
race, visit the series website or contact Michele Zosulis
directly at mzosulis@ymcabucks.org.

St. Luke’s provides safe drug disposal option

St. Luke’s is now providing safe, convenient, compliant
and sustainable medication disposal boxes located at the
St. Luke’s Monroe, Lehighton, Carbon, Miners and
Geisinger St. Luke’s campuses’ Emergency Departments,
as well as the existing box at the Upper Bucks Campus.
To ensure that unused prescription drugs are safely
disposed of, these anonymous bins give the community
and St. Luke’s employees the opportunity to dispose of
unused or unwanted prescription drugs in a safe,
convenient and responsible manner. The St. Luke’s
Medication Disposal Boxes throughout the network are
provided through grants from such partners as the
Pocono Mountains United Way and the All One Foundation
as well as the Health Resource and Service Administration
(HRSA) Rural Community Opioid Response Program.
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New Vitae, Kathi Eichman named Health
Care Heroes
Lehigh Valley Business has selected New Vitae Wellness and Recovery …

St. Philip’s invites public to observe World Labyrinth Day

St. Philip’s Episcopal Church (stphilipsnewhope.org)
invites the public to observe World Labyrinth Day on May
1 with a prayerful walk of its labyrinth, located on the
church lawn at 10 Chapel Road, Solebury. No speciZc
events are planned, as labyrinth-walking is ideally a
contemplative and silent act. The Labyrinth Society
(labyrinthsociety.org), an international organization
headquartered in New York State, has called for people
around the world to “Walk as One at 1” o’clock that day for
peace and reconciliation. “Of course, people are invited to
walk our labyrinth every day,” the Rev. Michael R. Ruk,
rector of St. Philip’s, said, noting that the church’s
labyrinth is “open” 24 hours a day, 365 days a week. “But
on May 1, they can do so in communion with people all
across the globe. Silence in community is powerful,” he
added. Labyrinths are spiritual aids that have been around
since antiquity. Churches have had labyrinths in their
roors since medieval times. One of the most famous
labyrinths, at Chartres Cathedral in France, dates from the
13th century. As early as the 8th century, Christian writers

UUCWC welcomes minister Yadenee Hailu

The Unitarian Universalist Church at Washington Crossing
(UUCWC) will welcome the Rev. Yadenee Hailu to its
online pulpit from May 2 to July 18, while the Rev.
Kimberly Wildszewski, parish minister, is on parental
leave. Hailu is the community minister of blk earth, a
Black centered spiritual wellness project in Tulsa, Okla.
She has served Hope Unitarian Church and All Souls
Unitarian Church in Tulsa, and was ordained by the three
Unitarian Universalist churches of Tulsa, including Church
of the Restoration, in 2019. Her ministry is to be an oracle
for ease, liberation, and healing; the pathways to
wholeness – to life. Hailu identiZes as bi-cultural,
Ethiopian-American, cis, Black and a woman. These
identities, as well as the privileges with which she moves
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St. Philip’s New Hope celebrates 100th
anniversary
Its size sometimes makes people ask, “Is St. Philip’s a real church?” Oh…
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